
EXAMPLE 

Directions: After you have carefully reviewed an upcoming unit of study and identified the most important facts/terms and concepts, select 5-10 of these and administer a pretest using the “word map” format for each word to your students. This will help you to better understand the background knowledge each students has about each term before you begin instruction. Use the word map summary sheet to summarize your students’ results. A check mark () indicates an acceptable response.

	Key Terms
	Background
Knowledge
Item
	Shannon
	Randy
	Julie
	Eddie
	Betheny
	Jake

	
1. republic
	
What is it?
	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	

	

	
	

	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	



Notes: For most of these students the term “republic” is either unknown or they are somewhat acquainted with the term. Two students, Shannon and Eddie, have nearly mastered (i.e., have “republic” as an established term in their background knowledge).

*Levels of Word Knowledge (Source: National Reading Panel, 2000)


Word Map Assessment Summary Sheet

Robert B. Cooter, Jr., Bellarmine University (Reading in the Content Areas, Fall 2009)
Teacher ________________________________   Class  _________________   Date ____________


	Key Term
	Background
Knowledge
Item
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
2.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
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Knowledge
Item
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
3.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
4.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
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5.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
6.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
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7.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
8.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
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9.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
10.
	
What is it?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	What is it like? (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Example 3
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