Research Checklist
Grapevine Public Library Research Checklist for 1/31/2012:

Focus on target individual and his or her parents and children. Remember: In life, we are connected to others. Did a father serve in the Civil War? Did a child enlist in the armed services for World War II?

Ancestry.com (genealogy room computers)

1. _____ Check public trees. Has work already been done with links to primary sources?

2. _____ Census record for each year target individual should be available. (Note: The 1890 Federal Census burned and only fragments survived.)

3. _____ 1890 Veteran’s Schedule (for Union veterans only)

4. _____ World War I Draft Registration Card (for those born c1872-1899).

5. _____ Immigrant ship lists (if applicable)

6. _____ Check all other database hits or leads.
Fold3.com, formerly known as footnote.com (genealogy room computers)

Begin with a general search, then narrow hits to targeted areas.

1. _____ Search for Civil War records.

2. _____ Search for World War I records.

3. _____ Search for naturalization records (if applicable)
4. _____ Check all database hits—this website has numerous resources.

Grapevine Public Library Research Databases

The genealogy room computers provide access to a number of other for fee databases that have newspaper obituaries and other resources. If time allows, explore these databases. Beginning about 1900, most American newspaper published detailed obituaries for local citizens. If able to locate, they provide invaluable information. 

Genealogy Room

The Grapevine Public Library has thousands of books containing genealogical and historical information for all 50 states. Look at the resources for the county in which your ancestor lived. 

Furthemore, the genealogy room contains numerous book on immigrants and immigration. 

1. _____ Checked genealogy room books for resources at the county level where ancestor resided.
 Main Library
Speaker for the Dead Project Participants: 

1. _____ Consult with Ms. McGahey for information and suggestions for historical research of target region. 
2. _____Use the library’s historical resources to learn about the history of the country of origin. Target the particular region within the country. Take good research notes and document your sources.

3. _____ Speaker for the Dead project participants are permitted to conduct interviews by phone in designated areas of the library where conversations are permitted. 
4. _____ Library Room. You need to have a Grapevine Public Library card, but you may use online resources in the computer room to conduct your historical research. Look for pictures and images to supplement your project’s information.

5. _____ Complete AP multiple choice benchmark (timed at 60 minutes).

Primary Source Project Participants:

1. _____ Consult with Ms. McGahey for historical research of target region and time period.

2. _____ Use main library resources as applicable. 

3. _____ Complete AP multiple choice benchmark (timed at 60 minutes).

HOMEWORK:

All primary research for completed for primary documents. Said documents have been collected with images and source information acquired. Historical research has begun. 

For Speaker of the Dead: Interviews written. Set to be completed within one week. Historical research begun and 50 percent complete. 
Lightening in a Bottle

Go to Ancestry.com. Search for your ancestor. Now, visit “Public Family Trees” on the search hits. If your target individual appears, look for a tree with attached records and/or photos. 

Perhaps someone else has done research for you! 
A general Google search might uncover other online research done by unknown cousins. Your project requires primary source documents, but other published research can work as guideposts to find the sources you need. 

________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

CENSUS SEARCH

Beginning in 1790, the U.S. Federal Government has collected information on all of its residents every 10 years. Due to privacy laws, the most recent available census is the one taken in 1930. Beginning in 1850, the government began asking more detailed information. Tracing an individual over time through the censuses provides a surprisingly detailed overview of one’s life. 

Federal Census Records (available via HeritageQuest, Familysearch.org, and Ancestry.com): Your target individual lived primarily within the 1850 to 1930 time period. Target not only that individual, but also collect records for their parents. You must find the person every year that they should be available. If you have trouble, you must see Mr. Wevodau. No excuses unless you've taken the time to visit personally with your teacher to troubleshoot. If the person died within the time period, continue to trace his or her widow as well as the child that is your direct ancestor. 
Note: On familysearch.org, census records for Great Britain and Canada have been posted. Census records for other countries may also be found on this website. 
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

VITAL RECORDS SEARCH: BIRTH, MARRIAGE, AND DEATH

Today, government keeps records of all births, marriages, and deaths. Presently, births and deaths are kept at the state level, while marriages are handed at the local (or county) level. 
However, historically, these responsibilities have varied. For example, in the State of Pennsylvania, births, marriages, and deaths were kept at the county level from about 1885 to 1906. At that time, births and deaths were moved to the state level, where they remain today.

The point: To find births, marriages, and deaths, researchers need to learn the laws of the states in which their ancestors lived. It is expected that you will seek birth, marriage, and death records. This requires research into the availability of such records. Some websites (see below) provide access to certain records. Visit these sites—and consult your teacher for advice if unsuccessful. 
Birth Records (some available via familysearch.org): Most states did not require birth certificates to be filed until the 1890’s. Some did not require these records until the 1910’s. 
Marriage Records (available via familysearch.org and linkpendium.com): Some states began keeping marriage records by county as early as the 1790’s. Others did not begin until the late 19th Century. Beginning about 1885, most states required engaged couples to have a marriage license before they could be wed by a minister or justice of the peace. These records often asked the couple to identify their age, place of birth, and parents—among other data. Presently, familysearch.org is uploading many digitized images of county marriage records from across the country. Some county governments have made them available on their own websites. If not found on familysearch, then then try linkpendium.com (see below). Otherwise, try a general keyword search on Google, attempting to locate the records at the county level to ascertain their availability. 
Death Certificates (available via Familysearch.org): Not all states are available; however, Texas, North Carolina, Michigan, Utah, Ohio, and other states (more each month) have original records available. Check the resources and obtain a death certificate if available. Death certificates were filled out by a family member and give exact personal information which often includes parents and places of birth. Nearly all states began requiring the filing of death certificates by 1910 (and some required them decades earlier); therefore, after that year, a death certificate will exist. The question: Free or not free? Many states have released early death certificates free to the public; however, a few holdovers require an application and a fee. Make the effort to find the death certificate: If it will cost money, then it can be omitted from your project. Otherwise, it is expected to be there. Recommended: For those born after 1890, they can likely be found in the Social Security Death Index, located on familysearch.org. This index gives the date of birth and the date & location of death. It is not detailed like a death certificate, but it can be useful. 
Estate Records (use linkpendium.com): When a person dies, their estate is transferred to their heirs. If a person dies testate, then—through a last will & testament—they dictate how their estate should be distributed. If a person does intestate (that is, without a will), then their estate is distribution in accordance with state law. These records provide a bounty of information, usually naming all surviving children and indicating property ownership. These records are kept at the county level. All estate files post-1850 usually provide a date of death. While most post-1850 estate records are not available online (due to their massive size as a collective whole), you may get lucky.

________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

Useful websites:

Familysearch.org: Start here. This website—part of the LDS church—contains tens of millions of records, most of them digitized images of original records. Each week the website adds millions of new records. Use the browse feature to see what databases are available in your target area. You can search across all states—or narrow your search to specific locations. 
Ancestry.com (available at the Grapevine Public Library for free): This for fee website has been in existence for nearly 15 years, becoming the industry standard. Millions of family researchers have uploaded information to this website. Why not start here, checking the public family trees, to see if information has been posted about your ancestor? Sometimes, other information—such as photos, census records, etc.—are attached to the person. This is secondary source information, but it can provide you with clues to guide your research.
Linkpendium (go to linkpendium.com): This website collects genealogical information by county. Look for the subsection on vital records or estate records. 
Google (google.com): Simply do a general search for your ancestor’s name. You may need to add keywords to narrow search results. For example, I might search for “Nevin William Wevodau” + Cumberland County. Google’s search engine combs the entire Internet. You might be surprised what a general search could uncover. 

Rootsweb (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/): Ancestry.com owns these message boards; however, they are free for public use. The idea? If I am researching my family, I can post queries to different message boards (such as county message boards or surname message boards) looking for people who can provide me with information. These message boards have been archived for more than 15 years. Use this source to locate information that might have already been posted on your family. It is secondary source information, but it can be quite helpful.
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

IMMIGRATION SEARCH:

The federal censuses asked individuals for the place of birth of themselves and their parents. If the census records indicate immigration to the United States, then your ancestor (or his or her parents) may be found on an immigrant ship list.

Ship captains transporting immigrants had to provide a register of all persons entering the country. Some of these lists contain detailed information about each passenger (especially those post-1870). Most immigrants entered this country through the ports of Baltimore, Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. Nearly all immigrant ship lists have been digitized and are available on Ancestry.com and other websites. 

 Warning: Ship captains or their crew prepared these lists. If they did not speak the language of the immigrant, then the surname could be spelled quite awkwardly. 
(Note: Both the 1900 and 1910 federal censuses asked individuals if they were an immigrant to this country. If yes, then they were asked to give the year of immigration and to indicate whether they were a naturalized citizen. Such information could make your search for immigrant ship lists much easier.)
Immigration Records (available via Ancestry.com and the Ellis Island Foundation): Does the 1900 or 1910 Federal Census indicate a year of immigration for your ancestor? Then use Ancestry.com to obtain the original ship list and sometimes a picture of the actual vessel. Be creative with spelling!

Naturalization Records (available via fold3.com at Grapevine Public Library): If your ancestor or their parent was an immigrant, then--after five years residence in this country--they could apply to be a naturalized citizen, and therefore able to vote. Many of these records have been digitized. Often, they give the foreign place of birth and identify the year and ship of immigration.

________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

CEMETERY SEARCH:

In our culture, it is customary to bury the deceased six feet under the ground with a tombstone marker above. The collaborative website findagrave.com currently has over 74 million tombstone inscriptions uploaded by dedicated researchers across the country. Essentially, researchers are uploading cemetery transcription lists or—in some cases—photographing all tombstones in a cemetery and transcribing the engravings.
Of course, most research attention goes to those long since deceased.
Visit findagrave and search for your ancestors and their children. If found, record burial and cemetery information.If photos were taken of the tombstones, then copy them to include in your report. Be sure to search the entire cemetery for the targeted surnames. Families typically purchase large lots together and buried members there over generations. 
Cemetery Records (go to findagrave.com): Genealogists across the country are uploading transcriptions of cemetery tombstones to this website. Some have added pictures of the tombstones. Many older cemeteries are complete. Search this site to see if you are fortunate to find an ancestor's tombstone.
Linkpendium (go to linkpendium.com): This website groups genealogical information by county. Look for the subsection cemetery records and follow the given links. It is possible that a cemetery transcription of your ancestor’s burial ground has been completed and posted online; however, it has not been uploaded to findagrave.com.
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

MILITARY SEARCH
In the targeted research time period, the United States engaged in three wars:

Civil War (1861-1865)

Spanish American War (1898)

World War I (1916-1919)

1890 Federal Census (available via Ancestry.com at Grapevine Public Library): Though the 1890 Federal Census burned, a special veteran’s census (of the Civil War) survived. This census was taken at the same time as the regular census. If a man had served in the war, then he was asked to identify his unit and service times. At the bottom of the page, any disibilities are identified. Once a veteran and his unit have been identified, numerous sources exist to learn about the history of the unit, including battles and casualties.

1920 and 1930 Federal Census: These censuses asked individuals if they were military veterans. If they answered “yes,” then attempt to ascertain when and where they served (see World War I below).
World War I and II Draft Cards (available via Ancestry.com at Grapevine Public Library and familysearch.org): Males aged 18 to 45 (and later to 53) had to register for the military draft for World War I. For World War II, males aged over 45 had to register as well in 1942. These documents will have original signatures and physical descriptions of your ancestor. Note: These are draft  registration cards—not evidence of enlistment.

World War I records (available via fold3.com or ancestry.com): Millions of Americans served in World War I. Due to the massive amounts of paper, only a fraction of these records have been digitized. Try the recommended websites, or do a general search for American World War I records using Google. Military records of veterans can be ordered from the government; however, the process can be lengthy.
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

Residence Research

The federal census records beginning in 1900 give precise residential locations. Look to the very left. Three different numbers might be provided. The first would be a street address number (if appropriate). The second would be the number in the order of residential homes (in that town, district, etc) visited by the census taker. The third would be the number in the order of households. This latter number is always bigger because multiple families can live in one residential place (think tenants, or renters). 

If the person resided on a street with a name, that is usually written vertically on the far left of the census page. If you can get an exact street address (e.g., 140 East Second Street, Waynesboro), then go to Google maps and see if you can pinpoint that precise location today. Is Google street view available at that location? If so, perhaps you can see an ancestral home.

What is there is no street number? Abbreviations like “fm” mean that they lived along a farm-to-market road. People in more remote locations had to visit the post office to get their mail.

Use computer resources to locate ancestral residences as exactly as possible. Find appropriate maps. 

For old maps, go to linkpendium.com. Find the county/state in which your ancestor lived. Now find the subcategory “maps” on that page. It was common in the last nineteenth century for county maps to be drawn that show residences. If your ancestor owned property, they might appear on such a map.

Regardless, maps are part of your project. Compile a series of maps—saved to Dropbox, etc.—to use in your project.

For the Speaker of the Dead project participants: Do the same to locate your ancestor’s foreign home(s.).
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

County Histories

Beginning in the late Nineteenth Century—to coincide with America’s first 100 years—most counties nationwide published their histories. Often these histories included biographies of local residents. (They would pay to have their biography included.) 

Locate the county history for your ancestor’s place of residence. Most are digitized and available through Google Books (and searchable by keyword). Linkpendium also has links to such resources. 

The place in which a person lived partly shaped the course of their lives. Learn about this place, and include the most relevant information in your project.

IMPORTANT: Did your ancestor migrate to this location? If so, WHY? What would have drawn them here? Why make the move? 

For the Speaker of the Dead project participants: Do the same. If you come across websites written in a foreign language, use online translation tools.

________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

The American Tapestry

Connected with “county histories” above. America from this time period was rapidly evolving. We moved from an agrarian society to an industrial one. Millions of persons worldwide came on immigrant ships to this country to start a new life. Americans pushed westward to develop new territories. The Civil War—and our struggles with racism—touched everyone. We entered World War I and took our first major step towards becoming a superpower.

Where were your ancestors during this time? Which national events connect to their lives? Would they have heard the guns of war in their youth? Did they begin live on a farm and end life in a factory? 

For the Speaker of the Dead project participants: The same applies to you, but more recently in history. Study the place of origin. Why did your family leave another country to come here? Learn about that ancestral, foreign home. And talk to the people who left there. What drew them to America? What was here that they could not have there?

________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

The Google Search

When all else fails, do a general Google search. Narrow your search to Google books. You are not the only descendent of your target ancestor. There are others. Perhaps they have posted information online.

Or, perhaps they have appeared in another published book, and Google’s massive search engine can uncover for you. 
________ I affirm that I have fully followed these recommendations. 

