Multiple Choice Strategies: 

1. You gain one point for each correct answer, no points for a non-answer, and minus one-quarter point for a wrong answer.

a. If you can narrow a question down to two, then the numbers say GUESS.

b. If you can narrow a question down to three, then the numbers say GUESS.

c. If you read and re-read a question and find yourself lost or confused, then SKIP (you don’t have time to dwell! Get to as many questions as possible)

2. Some benefit from glancing at the questions before they read. Determine if this works for you.

3. Some benefit by reading a few paragraphs and then answering some questions (most go in order—but not all). Determine if this works for you. If you find yourself lost after a paragraph or two, then you might want to try this because often times the questions draw your attention to key points that you may otherwise have missed)

4. Pace yourself—constantly monitor your clock. 

5. It’s OK not to answer all questions. If you don’t get to the last passage, but have 70 percent correctness or better for all that you have answered, then you may still be OK. 

6. As you read, mark the text. This action keeps your mind focused on critical reading.

7. If you don’t have time near the end: Go paragraph by paragraph, reading and answering questions. (You may not have time to read the entire passage and then answer.) The more questions you get to, the higher your likely score. 
Essay Preparation: 

CRUCIAL:

The test is timed—you do NOT have time to reread every passage, or to go back and look for strategies. Prepare to write your essay as you read. 

1. As you read, mark the text. Circle key words, underline notable statements. Put asterisks or short comments next to intentional strategies. 

2. As you read, compile a list of strategies (if a rhetorical argument) or ideas (if a persuasive argument)—or whatever seems appropriate in light of the prompt.

3. After you read, sketch a very brief outline. 

a. If a persuasive argument, list out points of argumentation. Brainstorm and determine the supporting example(s) that you will use.

b. If a rhetorical argument, determine which strategies you will analyze. Pre-select the direct quotations to be used.

Know where you are going before you head out the door!

GENERAL ESSAY ADVICE:

Introductory Paragraphs:

1. Grab attention. (Be witty or poignant—make your paper standout immediately. First impressions matter—the reader will determine your score in two minutes or less.)

2. Identify the issue or topic at hand.

3. Present a clear, SPECIFIC thesis statement. Help the reader anticipate your argument.

Body Paragraphs:

1. Present a reason (persuasive argument) or strategy (rhetorical analysis).

2. Provide specific evidence—use direct quotes whenever possible (but only quote what is necessary)

3. Explain HOW or WHY the presented evidence supports your reason or explains the intent of the rhetorical strategy. Commentary shows your understanding. Essentially, with commentary, you say, SO WHAT? (OK—so the author said this—but WHY does it matter? How is it significant?) The more commentary, the higher your score. You might consider using one of the following phrases, all of which are necessarily followed by commentary:

a. This shows that....

b. By this, the author.....

c. The intended effect of this.....

d. The reader (or audience) would.....

Conclusions:

1. Do NOT summarize!

2. If a persuasive argument, make a final appeal. In consideration of all previously presented, what should the reader think? How should they act? What now?

3. If a rhetorical analysis, discuss the combined effect of all strategies presented. Describe or explain the author’s hoped for response from his or her audience.

4. If asked to evaluate an argument, present your final holistic assessment. 

THINGS YOU MUST DO IN A PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT:

1. Address the opposition! If you don’t, just write off this test. Show how those who think differently are wrong—or show that, while they may have some points, your position still reigns supreme. Addressing the opposition shows your intellectual awareness, adding depth of thought to your paper.

2. Use specific, illustrative examples. Talk about particular people, places, and events. Historical and contemporary examples are highly effective, as they show your intellectual awareness of the world around you, adding depth of thought to your paper. 

3. Avoid fallacious reasoning. You argument will be evaluated for its logical effectiveness. 

4. If you can, be witty. Write with personality. Dry, dull, bland arguments don’t score well.

If you are asked to write your own argument, consider using the following strategies to make your point:

1. Analogies (or comparisons in general)

2. Specific examples drawn from history or contemporary society. AP graders LOVE writers who are able to connect the prompt to the world around them.

3. Use a connective theme, or thread in your paper. (For advanced writers only.)

4. Use a dramatic, or well-placed sentence, to make a point. Show that you know how to manipulate your sentence structure for effect. Perhaps you use parallelism, or antithesis, or repetition, or…..

5. Use cause-effect argumentation, if appropriate.

6. Use emotionally-charged words (diction) to establish your tone or attitude.

7. Show personality—this helps establish your credibility, as one who’s opinion is worth knowing. 

8. Either refute the opposition or concede a point. 

9. A thoughtful simile, metaphor, or other figurative language can enhance your paper.

10. Remember: You can show why you are right—or why others are wrong. Either way, you draw people to your side. 

Above all else: If you are asked to write an argument, avoid logical fallacies. 

THINGS YOU MUST DO IN A RHETORICAL ANALYSIS:

1. Identify the audience. Continuously explain HOW the author targets the audience, using strategies to change minds. Every body paragraph should reference the intended effect on the audience via the analyzed strategy.

2. Connect strategies to the writer’s purpose. HOW does the strategy help the writer accomplish his purpose? WHY was this strategy used?

3. Show awareness of the three rhetorical modes: ethos, pathos, logos. A writer/speaker rarely used just one mode. LOOK for attempts to manipulate emotions, establish credibility, and display reason.

Necessary steps for rhetorical analyses:

1. Identify the writer’s PURPOSE (what is he trying to accomplish?)

2. Identify the writer’s AUDIENCE (to whom is he speaking or writing?

3. Identify intentional strategies that help the writer accomplish his purpose. 

4. Explain HOW and WHY the strategies help the writer fulfill his purpose.

5. Explain HOW the audience is expected to react to the writer’s strategies.

If you are asked to evaluate an argument, look for the following logical fallacies:

1. False definition (the writer defines or uses a word in a manner that can be questioned)

2. Either/or arguments (the writer acts as if you have two choices, when actually their might be other options)

3. Oversimplication (the writer reduces complex matters to something simple—essentially ignoring facts that would negate his opinion)

4. Begging the question (the writer assumes something to be true that can be questioned)

5. Ignoring the question (the writer ignores facts or details that would otherwise call their position into question)

6. non sequitor (the writer acts as if two things necessarily follow each other when they don’t)

7. post hoc, ergo propter hoc (the writer claims something results from a certain cause when in fact the cause lay elsewhere)

8. Ad hominem argument (the writer attacks an opponent’s character instead of reasonably responding to one’s argument)

THINGS YOU MUST DO FOR THE SYNTHESIS ESSAY:

1. The synthesis essay is a persuasive argument. All points above apply!

2. IMPORTANT: You are writing an argument—presenting YOUR OPINION. Do not simply summarize some of the articles or arguments given in the passages.  You are presenting facts or details as evidence to support your own argument. If your paper is simply a compilation of the opinions of others, then you will receive a failing grade. SHOW HOW  and WHY the cited evidence, from the given articles, proves or supports YOUR OPINION. 

3. You must use at least three of the sources given—but I would recommend using at least four. 

4. It is essential that you maintain an organizational chart as you read. You simply don’t have time to flip back in search of information. List ideas/facts and also list the source from which the information came. 

5. Did I say make certain to present your own argument, using data supplied by the given passage, and NOT to summarize arguments contained in the passages?

6. You may use ideas from outside of the passages; however, try to keep your examples within the framework of what you have been given. Remember, the CollegeBoard is evaluating your synthesis skills.

