Observations of the Chief Reader 

The Chief Reader, Marilyn Elkins, provided the following advice after the 2001 AP Reading: 

· Students should read essay prompts as texts, making certain that they have understood what they are being asked to do before they begin writing. 

· Tell your students that they must first decipher a text's meaning; then, and only then, can they go on a successful search for strategies and techniques. To begin without doing so leads to a list of parts that may be only tangentially related to the primary effect of the text. Such approaches generally lack insight about the relationship between the parts and the whole, and are often rather superficial in their observations. 

· Students need to understand the difference between "telling" details and details that merely pad arguments. Make sure they understand that more details are not necessarily better, and that three examples may or may not be better than two. 

· Don't require students to refer to novels or other literary texts to gain credence for their arguments. Instead, teach them to use evidence for which they can clearly articulate their rationale. This approach produces the best evidence, regardless of its source. No matter how high-minded some evidence may sound, it is simply not convincing if the writer cannot fully explain its relevance. 

The reading selections reveal a writer’s thoughts and ideas. The analytical essayist explains how the writer conveys those thoughts and ideas via the resources of language. As the chief reader above notes, an effective essay must first demonstrate an understanding of the author’s meaning and intent. Use your introduction and conclusion to address this aspect. Use the body for analysis only. Your introduction and conclusion should not just list and relist the strategies used; instead, engage the writer’s thought process. The analysis in the body should continually redress the author’s intent. Your work is an integrated whole—not a collection of “parts.” The whole is the author’s intent/purpose/thoughts/ideas as conveyed by his or her individual choices (i.e., use of the resources of language).
Suggestions for the introduction:

1. Establish the situation or circumstance (the cause for writing)

2. Address the universal situation or aspect and then narrow it down to a specific matter or concern.

3. Address a particular overall strategy—but avoid “laundry lists” of literary tools.

4. Hook the audience, if possible, but don’t linger on the “right” opening sentence. A functional opening and a strong body can 8’s and 9’s. 

Suggestions for the conclusion:

1. Do not summarize—address something “new.” Perhaps address the total effect of all elements particularly addressed. 

2. End with a profound statement capturing the essence of your argument or analysis.

3. Do end your paper—compositions have conclusions. The lack of a conclusion will affect your score. 

With that in mind, consider the following randomly selected student beginnings and endings:

1989 Martin Luther King Essay: Beginnings & Ends

Beginnings:

Martin Luther King, in the introduction to his book, Why We Can’t Wait, tries to rile up African Americans to take a stand for equality. He writes to appeal to the reader’s emotions through various rhetorical strategies such as the way to structure sentences and the various diction he uses.

“Why does misery constantly haunt the Negro?” Martin Luther King writes to inform his readers of the pain and suffering of the many Black Americans in the 1960’s. He describes the disgusting and gruesome living conditions the “young Negro boy” has to live in and the economic hardships his parents must face to give the readers a sense of sorrow or remorse. King wants to expose the treatment of the Black Americans to explain and justify “why we can’t wait.”

Why We Can’t Wait is a book based upon the idea of Martin Luther King, Jr. The idea that freedom cannot be postponed or forced upon. Freedom had been given to them about one hundred years ago, and yet “equality had never arrived.” Negros were given their freedom but only be force, by the white man.

The 1960’s was a painful decade for the black community. Lacking job opportunities, places to eat, and civil rights made their hearts bitter towards white and gave them motivation for unity and equality. Martin Luther King was deeply passionate over the issue of black inequality. In this piece, King uses his emotions to guide the feelings of the reader to those of sympathy and disgust for their sufferings. His use of the young children as the narrators gives much sadness to the purpose to save the next generation from harshness. Also, through his syntax, historical facts, and diction, the reader is driven into King’s mindset.
Like many of his time Martin Luther King saw the inequality and separation between the African-American society and the white society during that age. Unlike the thousands that accepted this inequality and separation, King wondered why society had to be separated and unequal and helped others to ask the same question. In the essay, “Why We Can’t Wait,” King trys to get the reader to wonder just as he does.

In the 1960’s, the United States of America was a nation in a state of social turmoil. Civil rights & equality were the issues that finally peaked & inspired many leaders of the era to take a stand. Martin Luther King, Jr., was an influential speaker & author, who in this introduction, uses illustrative language, rhetorical devices & stylistic tools to convey his strong feelings about social injustice to the readers of his book.

Martin Luther King is writing this book hoping to create a feeling of injustice in the hearts of his fellow “negro” and inspire them to throw off complacency with the status quo. The passage is set up with the story of two young black people, a boy and a girl, and through King’s description of their feelings helps the reader come to the understand of “Why we can’t wait.”
“Why We Can’t Wait” by Martin Luther King, Jr., is a very well-written essay concerning the treatment of African Americans during the 1960’s. He employs the use of very many strategies and devices to help develop and add persuasion to his viewpoints. The rhetorical purpose of this essay is to both point out how illogical the treatment of African-Americans in this era was and to establish sympathy for the suffering African-American in the heart of the reader.

Martin Luther King conveys his purpose through the introduction to his book Why We Can’t Wait, that purpose is to finally claim an overdue equality for African-Americans despite all the factors that impeded it in the past and which still caused it to be stagnant in the 1960’s.

In the introduction of Martin Luther King’s “I Can’t Wait,” King uses much vivid imagery to get across to the reader the rather sad state of blacks in America at the time.
Endings:

Overall, through King symbolism, centence structuring and other various rhetorical strategies, he give an inspiring (?-right word-?) introduction to his book. The introduction gives everyone in the African American community to take a strong stand toward equality.

Martin Luther King was trying to open up people’s eyes to show what was truly going one, to show that this is an ugly situation that America needs to deal with; it didn’t end with emancipation of slaves. He wanted to show people that everything wasn’t okay and that it is never too late to do something.

It is clear that King was a great orator. His diction, repetition, narratives, pathos, and other rhetorical devices spurred a revolution in American society. His views of the righteousness of black and white equality was echoed in his followers and his speeches and writings spurred blacks across the nation. In the end, the purpose of “Why We Can’t Wait” was achieved. Blacks couldn’t wait for equality—they had to demand it, and as the twentieth century came to a close, it was achieved—equal rights for peoples of all races, nations, and colors in the United States of America.

Dr. King has always made speeches that make people think and talk about freedom, equality, etc., for all races. In this speech, “Why We Can’t Wait,” he shows the reader maybe they aren’t really free when they can’t even go into the same store or restroom.
Through it all, King creates a sense of urgency. Now is the time for Black Americans to stand together and fight for the equality they deserve, for they have done nothing that would impede the rights that are so justly their’s. “It was a step that rocked the richest, most powerful nation to its foundations.” Our nation was built on the belief in equality & freedom. –Fight for it.
Martin Luther King makes his opinions very clear in this essay through his illustrative use of stylistic elements. The questions, anecdotes, ethical & emotional appeal are all parts of an introduction that achieves its purpose of making the reader feel a call to action & a desire to defeat inequality.

Martin Luther King’s choice of devices work well for his work. He gets his point across and explains it well.

King also mentions how Lincoln developed the Emancipation Proclamation but, “equality had never arrived. Equality was a hundred years late,” which is something most wouldn’t think is true. Sure there is a document saying its there but King explains how that isn’t necessarily true. Those young negroes, even though miles away, both stand forward & both think, this is “Why we can’t wait,” which is a peek of King’s story about lives of blacks.

All in all, King uses a narrative style of writing, repetition and historical references to show how equality will come to pass.

Through a unique and very personal style of sentence structure Martin Luther King, Jr., writes a book about the injustices that have been done to the Negro race.

Through all of his rhetorical, persuasive, stylistic and narrative uses his introduction points out the theme of his book, that discrimination is not gone and “Why we can’t wait.”
King, as a champion of the civil right’s movement, attempts to persuade his audience of the hardships faced by people of his race. His unique, narrative style focusing on these hardships is persuasive, bringing to light some of the deepest, hardest problems underlying American life.

King basically presents a book that displays the suffering of African Americans, but also their triumph as a people. How they should be given knowledge of what the white men censor; how they have earned their freedom. How they should care together and stand up and face(?) the nation. They couldn’t wait anymore, they must earn (and did) their freedom.
King primarily uses imagery to convey his point in combination with historical references. 
The boy and the girl, as described by King, wonder about such discrepancies I nthe logic of the world—like a math problem that never seems to have an answer, but there always is, and it is only achieved through much frustration, and much redundancy, and only then will the boy and girl, “across the miles, join hands, and take a firm forward step.” And there is no turning back.

