AMERICAN LITERATURE REGENTS COURSE EXPECTATIONS 2011-2012

This course will be a study of all genres of American literature.  The course is also designed to sharpen your critical thinking, reading and writing skills in order to better prepare you for the Regents exam in June.  We will also continue to focus on vocabulary, speaking and listening skills, which are also essential for college.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS:

Short Term:

1. Reading and writing assignments from text and outside sources.  Credit will be deducted for any late writing assignments as follows:  One day = starting with a grade of B-; Two days = C-; Three days = F; Four days = ZERO.  Late papers can seriously affect your grade. If you are absent on the due date you need to email the paper to me prior to 3 PM and bring a hard copy to class the next day.
2. Essays dealing with a variety of topics and in various styles. That is: expressive (creative), informative, persuasive, imaginative, and formal. (See above grading scale for late papers).  

3. Participation in class discussion is required.  This includes whole class discussions as well as small group discussion.

4. Small group work will be required from time to time.  Depending on the assignment given the entire group may receive the same grade.  This means that each member of the group must participate actively and share in the work and the responsibility.

5. You will be responsible for work in your vocabulary books.  Assignments not present at class time will result in a loss of points from your quarter vocabulary grade.  Books will be checked.

Long Term:

1. Research Report:  You will be assigned a research paper during the second semester; details will follow closer to that time.  For this paper NO LATE PAPERS will be accepted.
2. Several short analytical papers based on literature, time periods and authors.

3. Oral reports: During the first quarter you will be responsible for a Persuasive speech. You will be responsible to give at least one other oral report at some point during the year.  Topics and length will be discussed in class.

My expectations of all students taking this class are that each person works to the best of her ability.  That she takes the responsibility for her learning by completing all of her assignments in a timely fashion and to the highest standard possible.  The goal of this course is to provide you with the tools you will need to be successful in college and beyond.  You should improve your skills as a reader, writer, listener, speaker and thinker.

Attendance Policy: Your class participation grade will be affected by your absences.  Tardiness: If a student is late for class she must have a pass, either from the teacher you were with or from the office. 

Cheating Policy: Anyone caught cheating (i.e. Giving or receiving information) on a test or independent homework or plagiarism of research material, will receive a zero for the work, detention and your parents will be notified.

Parent/Teacher Conferences & Progress Reports: If I feel that you are not doing well in my class either academically or behaviorally, I will notify your parents via a phone call, email, and or Progress Report.  I will also send a Progress Report if I feel that you have shown significant improvement.  You & your parents can keep track of your progress via Power School)

Cell Phones:  The use of cell phones is prohibited – including text messaging.  Refer to your handbook for penalties.  Please be mindful & turn your phone off before coming to class. 

Web Page:  It is your responsibility to check my web page daily.  The web page contains important information regarding assignments, due dates and tests.  You will also find several handouts and links there as well.  It is especially important that you check the web page when you miss class.  The page will be updated by 6 PM each day so be sure to check it after that.

Test & Quiz make-ups:  If you are absent for a test you need to see me during homeroom the day you return to schedule a make-up time.  Students in my classes must make up their tests after school (or during one of my free periods) with me.  
American Literature Regents

Tentative Outline 2011-2012
The outline below is a tentative look at the literature we will be studying during the upcoming school year.  

Introduction to the course; expectations, etc - 9/6

Summer Reading - brief review - 9/7-9 ; Assignment of Summer Reading Essay 9/19 (due date Sept. 16, 2011)
Regents Preparation/Writing & Listening:  Throughout the year we will be preparing for the Comprehensive English Regents that you will take in June.  

Grammar:  Throughout the year we will review grammar and writing rules and techniques.

College Essay Writing:  In the spring we will take a look at the college essay process so that you will be prepared for next fall as you begin your application process (senior year you will again work on the college essay).

Literature/Time Periods

Early Settlers:  Bradstreet, Taylor, Edwards, Franklin, also some Native American

The Crucible – Arthur Miller

Founding Fathers:  Henry, Paine, Jefferson

Romanticism:  Irving, Bryant, Longfellow, Whittier, Holmes

The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne

Renaissance: Emerson, Thoreau, Poe

New American Poetry: Whitman, Dickinson

The Awakening – Edith Wharton

Rise of Realism:  Douglass, Chopin, Bierce, Crane, London

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald

Moderns: Cather, Frost, Fitzgerald, Welty, Arlington, Hemingway, O’Connor, Masters, Millay, Porter, Faulkner, Brooks, McKay, Hughes, Pound, Sandburg, Cummings

American Drama: Death of A Salesman – Arthur Miller

In addition to the above we will also be working with the vocabulary books.  The following is a tentative schedule.  Correction of exercises will be each Tuesday (beginning with Unit 1 on 9/13) and tests will be every other Thursday as follows:

Unit 1  Sept. 22


Unit 6
 Dec. 1



Unit 11  Mar. 8
Unit 2  Oct. 6


Unit 7  Dec. 15



Unit 12  Mar. 22
Unit 3  Oct. 20


Unit 8  Jan. 12



Unit 13  April 19
Unit 4  Nov. 3


Unit 9  Feb.  2



Unit 14  May 3
Unit 5  Nov. 17


Unit 10 Feb. 16



Unit 15  May 17
