Biology J


Biology J 
Room 41   Mrs. Landa


Phone: 908-647-4800 x2407
Website: www.myteacherpages.com

Welcome to Biology J !

The following information will help you to succeed this year.  Please take the time to read it carefully.  If you have questions ….Please Ask!

YOU MUST SIGN THE LAST PAGE AND HAVE YOUR PARENTS SIGN THE LAST PAGE.
RETURN ONLY THE LAST PAGE TO ME.

Classroom Behavior:

1. Be prepared – have assignments completed, have your notebook, pens, pencils, and text ready to use.

2. Be ON TIME! – Be seated and ready to begin BEFORE the door closes.

3. Be courteous - Raise your hand to speak.  Only one person can answer at any given time. Don’t talk when the teacher or another student is talking.

4. Be respectful – to your classmates, your teacher and yourself.  Accentuate the positive and don’t make negative comments about others (if you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all!)

5. Respect school property.  COVER YOUR BOOK.  Don’t write on anything except your own papers.  Use lab equipment properly.  Place trash in the appropriate container

6. Follow lab safety rules and clean up work 5 minutes before the end of class.

Procedures for rule infractions:

· Depending on the severity (and repeats) of the infraction, the penalty may consist of a warning, detention, student conference, parent notification, and/or ROM.

· If detention is given, the detention will take place the following school day.  Failure to show up for detention will result in a ROM.

Classroom procedures

· When you enter the room, sit in your assigned seat and get out materials needed for class.  ALWAYS assume you will need your notebook, text book, a pen or pencil and a few colored pencils.

· My classes this year are all “back toback”.  Therefore it is difficult to talk to you before class begins or right after class, if there has been a class right before yours or is a class afterward.  Please schedule time during lunch etc, to meet.
· All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Must be turned in on time.  Large assignments will result in a deduction of 10% per day.  Large assignments more than 4 days late will only receive a  maximum score of 50%, BUT MUST BE COMPLETED!

· All work should be submitted in blue or black ink except for homework (pencil or pen).

· Grammar and spelling count!  Neatness is appreciated (illegible assignments will lose points, and you could be asked to redo the assignment).  Logical organization is an important part of reporting.  “Stream of consciousness” writing is unacceptable.  Any mathematical answers must show calculations with all units shown.

Homework

· Expect homework most nights.  READING is an important homework assignment.  Writing and understanding definitions of terms will help you to take notes the following day.  Homework will prepare you for the next day, or help you to review concepts.

· Review class notes each night!   Summarize the main points in your notebook!  Make notes about things you don’t understand for the next day. Relate what you have learned today to past learnings, and to the next topic.  This will help to prepare you for unannounced quizzes that WILL be given on a regular basis.  Review vocabulary on a regular basis.
· Homework will be collected randomly and evaluated for completeness.  Expect homework to be collected from you at least once a week.

Lab Work

· Lab work is an important part of the course.  All labs will be completed in a group setting.  Lab partners will change from week to week.  

· Being prepared for labs is essential.  Read the labs, bring the handouts to class, along with any “required materials”.  If anything is not clear, please ask!

· Safety rules MUST be followed.  Violation of safety rules will result in point deduction from the lab, as well as possible detention.

· Cleanup is essential.  Failure to clean up will result in loss of points for your entire lab group.

· You will receive a guide describing the format and style expected of lab reports.  Follow this guide carefully.  

Notebooks

· Keep a neat organized 1-2” 3 ring notebook.  Divide your notebook into sections for each unit and chapter that we cover.  Class notes, classwork and homework should be kept chronologically (in the order in which they were assigned).  There will be a “BIG IDEA” sheet for each unit which should be placed at the beginning of the unit and lab reports should go at the end of the unit.  

· Notebooks may be checked twice each marking period.  The grade assigned will be worth ½ a test grade.

Grades

Grades are based on performance on tests, quizzes, homework, lab conduct, lab reports, notebooks, projects, oral presentations and other assignments you might do for this course.  You can expect a basic breakdown of 

Tests and quizzes – 50%


Homework – 20%


Projects and Labs 30%

Tardiness

You will be marked tardy if the door is closed when you come in.  If you are coming from South building, consideration will be given (it depends on where your previous class is).

The second tardy will constitute detention.  Additional lateness will warrant disciplinary action.

Absence

· If you are absent, you are responsible for handing in any assignments as soon as you return to school.  Please email me about homework assigned while you were out (the day you are out is best).  Get notes from a classmate!  Any labs must be made up after school within one week of the lab being assigned.  Tests or quizzes will be made up the day you return to school, unless you have been absent for an extended period.

· If you know you will be absent in advance, see me for potential assignments.

· If you attend school on any given day, but miss my class, you still need to turn in the assignments for that day.  Put them in my mailbox (North Building) or bring them to my office (316, near the door)

Extra Help

If you really “don’t get it” (or even if you just want to make sure)…I am available Monday through Thursday after school (2:15-2:45), or by appointment during the day (or before school, if necessary).  I want you to do well…so don’t wait until “after the test”.

Remember that I am not available during lunch,due to labs, except on Day 3.

Learning is GREAT FUN, but at least “half the fun” will result from your preparedness for class.  I look forward to a GREAT year with your class.

Biology J Guidelines – Due Sept 11
I (you and your parents) have read and understand the rules and guidelines for Mrs. Landa’s Biology J class.  I understand that attendance at, preparation for, and participation in class are necessary to pass this course.  I also understand that failure to follow these rules will result in penalties.

I have also logged into Mrs. Landa’s website, and can find where homework assignments, resources, and Bio J materials are located. At least one of my parents has seen the website. 

Student signature




Date

Parent Signature




Date
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