Group 1
Main Questions
· According to the Founders, what are the basic purposes of Government?

· Why did the Framers think a constitution was necessary to achieve these purposes?

· Which did the Founders think was more important, the common good or individual rights?

· Does our government still serve the purposes that the Framers intended?

Follow-up questions

· Have there been times when individual rights and the common good were in conflict? Can you give an example?

· How can each one of us serve the common good?

· In your opinion, what is more important, individual rights or the common good? Why?

· Where did the Founders get their ideas about good government?

· What is civic virtue? Give examples of people who practice civic virtue in your school and community.

Group 2

Main Questions

· What major conflicts required the Framers at the Philadelphia Convention to make compromises?

· Why was it so difficult for the Framers to reach agreement about how to resolve their conflicts?

· How did the compromise of later adding a Bill of Rights affect our Constitution?

· Do you agree with the Framers decision to keep the proceedings of the Philadelphia Convention a secret? Why or why not?

· Was the group that assembled at the Philadelphia Convention a fair representation of the people? Why or why not?

Follow-up questions

· Why did the Framers not abolish slavery at the time they wrote the Constitution?

· In your own words, what is the “common good?” Give some examples.

· Do you believe that government should promote the common good? How?

· What can you learn about a country’s government by studying its constitution?

· How does our government ensure domestic tranquility? Do you think that the United States has domestic tranquility? Why or why not?

Group 3

Main Questions

· How did the Framers use the separation of powers and checks and balances to limit the powers of government?

· Give examples of checks and balances at work today.

· Give examples of the use of federalism to limit power.

· Do you think the Congress should have the power to pass a bill over the President’s veto? Why or why not?
· Do you think the Supreme Court should have the power to declare a law passed by Congress unconstitutional? Why or why not?

Follow-up questions

· Give an example of checks and balances and explain how the system works.

· What are some powers of the President? Which power do you think is most important? Why?

· What keeps the president from becoming too powerful?

· How do cases get to the Supreme Court?

· Give an example of the Supreme Court exercising its power of judicial review. Explain how the decision made by the court affects your life.

· Since the president can only serve two terms, should the same restriction be placed on Senators and Representative?

Group 4

Main Questions

· What is freedom of expression, and why is it important to our democracy?

· How does the Constitution protect freedom of expression?

· Are there times when freedom of expression should be limited? Why or why not? Give examples.

· How is freedom of religion protected in the Constitution?

· When is it acceptable for government to limit the practice of people’s religious beliefs?

· How has the idea of “equal protection of the laws” been used to protect people’s rights? Give examples.

Follow-up questions:

· The Bill of Rights did not guarantee rights for all the people, for example women and African Americans. How was this corrected?

· What are the benefits of freedom of expression?

· Suppose a small group of people in an audience get angry with a speaker and try to stop the person from speaking. Whose rights should the police protect? Explain.

· Are there times when disabled people are discriminated against? Explain.
· Is it constitution for someone to place a sign on their own property saying, “All politicians are crooks?” Why or why not?

Group 5

Main Questions

· What responsibilities go along with the rights of citizens?

· Do you think every citizen should be required to participate in his/her government? How?

· How does a responsible citizen promote the common good?

· Why do so many young people not fulfill their responsibility to vote?

· As citizens of a democracy, do we have the responsibilities to other nations of the world?

Follow-up questions

· What are the most important responsibilities of citizens in our democracy?

· Aside from the We the People program, are schools doing enough to educate voters? What more could be done?

· Some candidates choose to use negative campaigning. What are your feelings about negative campaigning? Explain.

· Do political parties have responsibilities to the voters? What are those responsibilities?

· Some people have suggested that in the future citizens would be allowed to vote from their home computers. What are your opinions about this idea?

· Should citizens be allowed to vote if they have served time in prison for a serious crime? Explain.

