WORDS OF CHRISTMAS

STUDENT SCORE
Prelude and Gathering
Handbells, Announcements, Opening Song, Prayer etc.
OUR FIRST WORD:  The HOPE of the Prophets
JK and Kindergarten 
(Require two good Narrators from the Sixth Grade)
Narrator 1: Words!  Someone once counted that the Bible contains about 775,000 words.  That breaks down to about 595,000 in the Old Testament and 180,000 in the New Testament.  We know that some of the words were spoken by Jesus...some were parts of songs, while others were included in the letters of Paul and the writings of the prophets.

Narrator 2:  Today we will focus on four special words as we tell the story of Jesus.  They are the words: HOPE, JOY, PEACE and PRAISE.
JK and Kindergarten:  Our first word is HOPE.  It means “to wish that something will happen”.
Hope is just a four-letter word,

But its meaning’s important you see.
It tells me of Jesus who gives me the hope
Of a heaven that’s waiting for me.
Student Song:   “Look Up!”
Narrator 1:  Hope is what the Old Testament was all about.  God promised his people that a Savior would be born who would pay the ultimate sacrifice for their sins.  He was to be their Messiah, their Emmanuel, their Anointed One, their Prince of Peace.  The Psalm-writer wrote:
JK and Kindergarten:  “We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield . . . May your unfailing love rest upon us as we put 

our hope in you.” (Psalm 33:20, 21)
Narrator 2: The prophet Jeremiah even gave the Lord a new nickname when in a prayer,
he called God, “O Hope of Israel, its Savior in times of distress.” (Jeremiah 14:8)
Narrator 1: But the Old Testament people weren’t the only ones with hope.  Their hope was fulfilled when Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  We also have hope inside of us.  We hope for the day when we will see Jesus come back again; this time to take us home to heaven.  The Bible also tells us about that hope in Titus 2:13:
JK and Kindergarten:  “We wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  (Titus 2:13)

Narrator 2: And in 1 Peter 1:21:

JK and Kindergarten:  “Your faith and hope are in God.”  (1 Peter 1:21)
Student Song:  “All Earth Is Hopeful”
OUR SECOND WORD:  The JOY of the Parents
First and Second Grade 

(Two Narrators – Select best reader in First Grade and best reader in Second or, may use one good reader from 

the Sixth Grade and one good reader from the Fifth Grade)
Narrator 1:  Do any Christmas carols come to mind when I mention the word Joy?  That was an easy question, wasn’t it?  “Joy to the World” has been a favorite Christmas carol for many, many years.  It’s a happy song that puts a smile on our faces, and a warm, Christmas-like feeling in our hearts.
Grades 1 & 2: The dictionary says that joy is “gladness of our spirit”.  What would Christmas be without joy?

Our faces show what we feel in our hearts
All because of a new Baby Boy,
Who brought with him peace, love, and promises too,
And an indescribable joy!
Narrator 2:  If we’re joyful each year when Christmas comes, just think of the joy that Mary and Joseph felt.  Nothing like this had ever happened to any parents, nor will it ever happen again.  Out of all people, God chose Mary and Joseph to be the parents of his Son.  They were to be the parents of God.  No wonder Mary said:
Grade 1:  “From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name.” (Luke 1:48)
Narrator 1:  Let’s hear the joy-filled story that we can never hear often enough!
Grades 1 & 2:  “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register.
“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’”
(Luke 2:1-11)

Narrator 2:  Did you hear the message of the angels?  They were bringing good news of great JOY.

Student Song: “Good News”
Narrator 1:  We love to hear about the joy that filled the hearts of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the angels on that first Christmas.  But we didn’t live back then.  We weren’t at the stable when Jesus was born.  We never had the chance to see the baby Jesus.  Can we still feel that same joy today?
Narrator 2:  Peter answered that question:
Grade 2:  “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy!”  (1 Peter 1:8)

Narrator 1:  How could we possibly have a Christmas without any joy!  Let’s all raise our voices and sing the song we mentioned earlier, the song of joy to the world, and joy to the earth.

Congregation Song: “Joy to the World” (Stanzas 1 and 2)
OUR THIRD WORD:  The PEACE of the Angels
Third and Fourth Grade

(Two Narrators:  Select best reader in Third Grade and best reader in Fourth Grade.)
Narrator 1:  Wars are terrible things.  This horrible result of sin has been with us since Adam and Eve left their beautiful garden.  Wars destroy the hope of peace.  We have seen that happen so many times right here in our own country.  Even today we see our parents, aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters marching off to war.  Will there ever be any peace on earth?
Narrator 2:  Wars are terrible things, and we know that as long as there is sin in our world there will never be an end to man’s hatred, greed, and lust for power.  But then came Jesus.  He was sent as our peacemaker.  When he died on the cross he covered our sins, and made peace between God and us.  The Bible even calls Jesus the Prince of Peace.
Grade 4:  “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah 9:6, 7)
Grades 3 & 4:  The dictionary says the word peace means “freedom from war”.

Student Song: “Bring Us Peace”
Narrator 1: The Christmas story is filled with the promise of peace.  It shows us that God loves us so much that he wants to establish a lasting peace, a peace that will be ours in our hearts today and all around us in heaven.  Wars between people will continue.  Countries will never be able to live in perfect peace.  Only Jesus brings us a peace that is far better than just freedom from war here on earth.
Narrator 2:  But the peace Jesus brings isn’t quite the same peace that the world was looking for.  Listen to what Jesus said to his followers:
Grade 3:   “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  (John 15:27)

Narrator 1:  God announced his special peace to the world on that first Christmas night through his messengers, the angels.  The Christmas story continues with the message of the angels:
Grades 3 & 4: The angels said to the shepherds, ‘“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’” (Luke 2:12-14)

Congregation song: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Stanzas 1 and 2)

Our Fourth Word:  The PRAISE of the Shepherds
Fifth and Sixth Grade

(Two Narrators: Select best reader in Fifth Grade and best in Sixth Grade)
Narrator 1: Speaking of words, did you know that the word “praise” is found in the Bible over 370 times?  And two of those times it is in the Christmas story.  Do you know where?
Narrator 2:  We know that the angels were praising God as we just heard.   But who else praised God?  Was it Mary or Joseph, or could it have been the shepherds?  We know that the shepherds kept their sheep.  We know they were frightened.  We know they hurried to the stable.  We even know that after they saw the baby Jesus they told the good news to everyone they could find.  But praising God?  Did the shepherds praise God?

Grades 5 & 6: To praise God means “to glorify God”.
Recitation: “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’

“So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen which were just as they had been told.” (Luke 2:15-20)

Student Song:  To be announced…
Narrator 1:  But our praise doesn’t stop after the Christmas story.  It goes on all year.  We want to always praise God for the wonderful things he has done for us, especially for giving us his precious Word to show us the path to heaven.  Let’s hear some Christmas praise as we join with the writer of Psalm 148:
Grades 5 & 6:

All: Praise the Lord.

Grade 5: Praise the Lord from the heavens,
Grade 6: Praise him in the heights above.

Grade 5: Praise him, all his angels,
Grade 6: Praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

Grade 5: Praise him, sun and moon,

Grade 6: Praise him, all you shining stars.

Grade 5: Praise him, you highest heavens.

Grade 6: Praise the Lord from the earth, kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men and children.
All:  Let them praise the name of the Lord.

(Psalm 148)

Congregation Song: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Stanzas 1 and 4)
1. he manger, no crib for a bed,

Offering and Homily
And the WORD Was GOD
All Students Grades 1-6

(Require two good Narrators from the Fifth Grade)
Narrator 1:  We’ve studied four words as we learned about the hope of the prophets, the joy of Jesus’ parents, the peace of the angels, and the praise of the shepherds.  We’ve also seen how we can share in that same hope, joy, peace and praise.  But we saved the best “word” ‘til last.
Narrator 2:  We’ve talked a lot about words.  But did you know there was someone who was even named The Word?  That sounds odd doesn’t it?  How could anyone be called simply The Word?

Narrator 1:  That question is answered when we open the Bible to the book of John, chapter 1.  Let’s read that together:
Students & Congregation:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.” (John 1:1-3a)

Narrator 2:  But who was the Word that was God?  Let’s read some more:
Students & Congregation:  “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
Narrator 2:  Give thanks for the Word made flesh:  Jesus Christ, our Savior and King.
Student Song (Grades 1-6):  “Deo Gracias” 
Pastor
Sending
Prayer and Benediction

Congregation Song:  To be announced…  
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