7th Grade Language Arts – Mrs. Wasalinko
Riverside Jr., Sr. High School
2010-2011
Room 105 ~ 562-2121 Ext. 
Course Goals:

· To improve students’ reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills by implementing the English curriculum set forth by the Riverside School District.
· To improve students’ awareness and abilities in regards to the academic standards set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
· To improve students’ communication through four core skills:  reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Texts:  

· Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar Bronze Edition 
· Vocabu-Lit  Building Vocabulary Through Literature
Supplies:

· Black/blue ink pens 

· Pencil

· Highlighter

· Notebook

· 3 ring binder/folder
Grading


Grading will occur on a variety of assignments including writing, discussion responses, speaking, outside reading, tests, quizzes, presentations, participation, daily grade and group work.

· Tests = 50%

· Quizzes = 30%

· Daily Grade = 20%
Procedures are a part of life.  We follow procedures for using a telephone book, boarding an airplane, approaching a traffic light, and attending a wedding.  The reason we have procedures in life is so that people can function in society knowing the acceptable and efficient ways other people do things.

There are procedures in this classroom.  These procedures establish our classroom culture!
Class Procedures and Guidelines:
1. Be on time!  You must be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.  Pending on the day, there will be assorted “Bell Ringer” assignments to complete at the beginning of each class.  3rd Tardy = Detention
2. Be prepared!  Bring daily required materials to class every day.  Hall passes will not be issued to retrieve materials from your locker.  Sharpen pencils before bell rings.
3. Be respectful!  Show respect to EVERYONE and EVERYTHING in the classroom.  This includes visitors and substitutes.  Do not criticize others’ ideas or thoughts.  Treat others the way you would like to be treated.
4. Remain seated!  The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.  
5. Raise your hand to be recognized!  Talking out of turn WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.
6. Eating/drinking is not allowed in class.  This includes candy and gum.
7. Lav/nurse/drink for EMERGENCIES ONLY…NO EXCEPTIONS!
8. Listen to directions.  Raise your hand if you have a question (see #5 above).
9. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.
10. Smile and keep a positive attitude!
*Failure to follow these procedures/guidelines will result in a lowered daily grade. 5pts will be deducted from daily grade for each violation.  3 Violations will result in a Detention.
Assignments:

· All assignments are due at the beginning of the period.
· No credit for work done in ink other than blue or black
· Write legibly.  Computer lingo will not receive credit.
· Correct heading is required on every assignment.  (See board for example)
· If you are absent, you are responsible to get all notes and assignments.  I will have a calendar online for assignments. (www.riversidesd.com)
· No late papers, projects, or assignments will be accepted after 3 days.  You will have plenty of time to complete major assignments.  If you are ill or cannot attend school for any reason on the day an assignment is due, you must make arrangements to get it to me prior to the due date or in a timely fashion.  I will deduct 1 letter grade per day.  
Homework Policy:


Homework is assigned to reinforce skills and material learned in class and to prepare you for upcoming topics.  You can expect homework approximately two-three times a week.  Your homework grade will count as a test grade for each quarter.  Should you fail to complete 3 assignments, your parents/guardians will be notified and your overall average will suffer.  You are responsible for making up homework if you are absent.  Contact a classmate or consult my calendar on the school website for assignments.
Tests and Quizzes


Tests and quizzes are to be made up the day you return to school following an absence. You will have plenty of notice as to when tests will be given.  Project due dates are also given well in advance.

I encourage you to see me during 10th period if you are in need of extra help.
I am looking forward to an exciting and productive school year!
Mrs. Wasalinko
Please return to Mrs. Wasalinko 
I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for Mrs. Wasalinko’s class and have shared them with my parents/guardian.
Student’s name: ______________________________________  Period _____________

Student’s signature:  _______________________________________________________

Parent/guardian’s signature:    _______________________________________________
