Use this format when completing a general lab activity:

Your Name:







Date:


Name of Lab:

Introduction 
What are you investigating?
Hypothesis (If… then…because)
Include the manipulated (independent) variable. Be specific about the conditions tested.
Include the responding (dependent) variable. Be specific about how you will measure.
Give a reasonable basis for this prediction.

Data/Observations

Include your data table and graph.

Describe the range (the extremes)

Compare to the average (or control or other groups)

Analysis:


Explain why you observed what you did.


Did you get what you expected? Why or why not?

Answer the questions presented in the lab. Paragraph form is the highest quality
Writing a conclusion (I predicted…I found…My data shows…This means…)
· Restate your hypothesis. Was it correct or not? Why?
· Include supporting data from the data table.

· Explain how the data supports your conclusion.

Use this format when completing a Formal Lab Report:
Name

Course 

Teacher
Formal Lab Report Format

Date performed; lab partners

TITLE: A title that describes the lab.

INTRODUCTION: One to two paragraphs describing background information pertinent to the lab. Any concepts explored in the experiment should be addressed. This section includes a specific statement of the question or problem under investigation, and statements about other goals of the laboratory exercise. When applicable, do a literature search on the topic. Be certain to cite your sources. Clearly state the purpose at the end of the section.

HYPOTHESIS: The hypothesis section consists of a statement predicting the outcome of the experiment based on that hypothesis. Use the “if…then….because”format. (Not all experiments have a hypothesis, in this case simply title this “Purpose:”.
MATERIALS: This section consists of a list of materials, including the quantity of each one. If it is helpful, a diagram showing experimental apparatus should be shown.

PROCEDURE: Describe each step in the experiment in enough detail so that a stranger can read it and perform the experiment. In this section, the independent and dependent variable should be clear but do not specifically need to be listed. It should be specifically stated what is done to control other variables that may influence results.
DATA: 

TITLE - The data tables should have a descriptive title.
UNITS - Each column heading must include the units of the data in that column.

CALCULATIONS: All calculations must be neatly presented with a subheading that describes the purpose of the calculation. Show one sample calculation for each equation. 

GRAPHS: All graphs should include a TITLE that describes the data being plotted and AXIS LABELS that include the units of the data being plotted. 
RESULTS: Each graph should have a description of the highs, lows, and range. The data shows…
ANALYSIS: This is the place to interpret and evaluate your data and to speculate on other possibilities.

A reference should be made to the control group. Questions from the lab instructions should be answered in paragraph form. Sources of error and inconsistency should be analyzed. If you have suggestions to improve the experiment, mention them here.

CONCLUSION: The conclusion should answer the questions posed in the purpose and should also indicate whether the hypothesis is supported by the results. If the results do not support the hypothesis the possible reasons for the discrepancy should be noted. Discussion of the results should include new questions that the results have brought up. Refer directly to your results! Literally use data from your table and graphs to support your conclusion. For example, “As seen in Graph 1, the trend in using roller-skates to commute to school has decreased by 87% in the past four years.”

WORKS CITED: Use standard MLA format where applicable.
This first section should be done before you begin the lab.








