Excellent European History Study Guide

things you need to know to take this test…
Ancient Greece

· The first real democratic government was in Ancient Athens.
· A monarchy is a government in which the power rests with one person, who is born into power.

· A tyranny is a government in which the power rests with one person, who gains power by force.

· An oligarchy is a government in which the power rests with a few people who have unlimited power.

Ancient Rome

· “Republic” means that every person can vote for someone to represent them (it’s the same thing as representative democracy).
· Plebeians were ordinary male citizens who could vote, but could not hold office in the Roman Senate.
· Patricians were from wealthy, landowning families.
· Augustus was Julius Caesar’s son, who became emperor of Rome in 27BC.  His rule was known as the Augustan Age, or “Pax Romana” and he ruled for 40 years.  The “Pax Romana” lasted for 200 years.
· Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire under the rule of Emperor Constantine.
Middle Ages

· Under feudalism, peasants (serfs) would pay the knights (vassals) to protect them from the evil barbarians.  The knights would then pay the wealthy landowners (lords) because they gave the knights the land to protect.  The lords would then pay the king as a way to show their loyalty.
· The Magna Carta was signed in 1215 and this limited the English king’s power.
· The Bubonic Plague reached Europe in 1347 when sailors came back from Asia.  Fleas carried the plague and they would bite people and animals, infecting them.

· The Bubonic Plague was also known as the Black Plague.  Its symptoms were coughing up blood, black spots, and swelling.

People & Terms to know:

· Leonardo daVinci was an Italian artist whoso famous works include the Mona Lisa.
· William Shakespeare is the most famous playwright of all time.

· Vasco de Gama explored the coast of Africa in order to find a shortcut to Asia.

· Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer who landed in the Caribbean on the way to Asia.
· Ferdinand Magellan was a Portuguese explorer who sailed completely around (circumnavigate) the world.

· The Industrial Revolution was a revolution in the way goods and services are produced.

Czars to know about:

· Russia was always at war under Ivan the Terrible’s leadership.

· Peter the Great wanted Russia to be more like Western Europe.

· Russia became one of the most powerful nations under Catherine the Great.

· Czar Nicholas II and his family were killed because o terrible losses during WWI.

World War I:

· The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the event that started World War I.

· Nicholas II and his family were executed by Russian Bolsheviks because Russia suffered many losses during World War I.

· Central Powers: Austria-Hungary, Germany, Bulgaria, Turkey

· Allies: Russia (until 1917), France, Great Britain, Italy, USA (after 1917)

· The Treaty of Versailles demanded that Germany pay for damages done to Allied countries and give up valuable territory.

World War II:

· Germany invaded Poland to start World War II.

· Joseph Stalin ruled the Soviet Union during World War II.

· Axis Powers: Germany, Japan, Italy

· Allied Powers: Great Britain, France, USSR (after 1941), US
Russia:

· The Cold War started after World War II.  This was a period of non-cooperation between members of NATO (western countries) and eastern countries did not trust each other and refused to trade with each other.  There was never any “real” war, but this lasted for 40 years.

· Under Communism, the government of the Soviet Union had much control of it’s citizens.  The government outlawed cultural celebrations and holidays, prohibited native languages, controlled the media, destroyed churches, killed religious leaders, and took over factories, railroads, and businesses.

· Russia currently has a democratic government.

Maps: You will need to be able to locate the following on a blank map of Europe: France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Russia, Spain, and Sweden.

