Suburban Journals | Sports | Tension, yes. Pressure, sure. Worries, not at all. Page 1 of 4

You Deserve Healthy
Teeth & Gums

Arnold Dental Arts (636) 296-6885

Rollover for
specials!

www.arnolddentalarts.com

Home | STLtoday | St. Louis' Best Bridal | Ladue News

advanced search
St. Louis Metropolitan Area and surrounding Missouri and Illinois counties

home | jefferson county | madison | monroe county | north | south | st. charles county | st. clair | warren cc

classifieds | place an ad | this week's print ads | recent home sales | obits | contact us | search archives | photc

Bevar.  SBprINT B WRITE LETTER TO EDITOR
=!Comment No comments posted.

Tension, yes. Pressure, sure. Worries, not at all. f;,; 0
Hillsboro squeaks by Howell Central in a thriller

By Dennis Barnidge
Tuesday, December 16, 2008 1:.23 PM CST
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Kevin Kramer is a no worries guy.
Hakuna matata, dude.

Saturday's finals at the Gene
Steighorst Tournament at Hillsboro
was a pressure cooker. Back and
forth, back and forth. Hillsboro would
go up, then Francis Howell Central.
Hillsboro again, then Howell Central
again. And on and on.
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: Kevin Kramer, Hillsboro, in the championship game against Francis Howell .
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Kramer resists the temptation to peak at the scoreboard. Usually. * ?t- Jatmes Périszif
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"I look at it every now and then, but I was pretty confident we're going to pull through,"

says the tall and slender (6-foot-6, 175 pounds) Hillsboro senior.

Kramer did his part to help the Hawks pull through in Saturday's championship game of
the 53rd annual Steighorst Tournament. In the final minute, he came up with a steal,
snagged a clutch defensive rebound and tossed in two soft and sweet free throws with 6.7
seconds left to settle a game that had been thrillingly unsettled since the opening tip.
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Hillsboro defeated Howell Central 64-59 for its first Steighorst title since 2002. It was the
Hawks' 12th championship in what has been the opening bell for Jefferson County
basketball. Howell Central was the defending champ.

Hillsboro, headed to Union and Park Hills Central this week, is 4-0. Saturday was the first
stumble of the year for Howell Central, 3-1.

Kramer led all scorers in Saturday's title game with 19 points. He also grabbed eight
rebounds and chipped in a couple assists and a couple blocked shots.

Legends Grill 5

Kramer's steady play was one of the reasons Hillsboro Coach Chris O'Connell had a sense .

the back-and-forth game would finish on a Hillsboro hop.

"In the De Soto game (a 51-35 tournamament semifinal win Friday) and again tonight i
always thought we were giong to win win basketball game. I really did," he says. "And I
thought we played like they (the Hawks) believed that, too."

Have you ever hit a
Hillsboro had a long list of contributors Saturday. Jarrod Huskey and Andy Lemke scored C Yes, once.
13 and 12, respectively. Huskey went six for six from the field, and Lemke made five of six

C No, never.
shots.

' More than once.

Hillsboro made 24 of 37 (65 percent) shots from the field. € No, but there ha

Jake Powers's 12-point game paced a balanced Howell Central attack that had six players
score at least eight points.

Howell Central Coach Larry Anders gave Hillsboro a pat on the back. The Hawks'
experience tipped the final in their favor.

"It makes a huge difference," he says. "Their seniors were playing our juniors."
Experience has left a mark or two on the Hawks. Last year, Hillsboro finished 18-9, but a
bump or two down the stretch - the Hawks lost four of their last six games - took a little

shine off a excellent year.

"It was a little disappointing.We thought we should've won conference. We lost some
close games that we could've won, but overall it was a good year," Kramer says.

Last year's close games - even the ones that got away - figured into the Hawks' three wins
at last week's Steighorst Tournament. Your Vote:

related

"Experience, even if you're just playing a crucial minute here or there can be very
beneficial for you down the road. Just to go through it, even if you fail, makes a
difference," O'Connell says.

Kramer argues that last year's experience prepared the Hawks for Saturday's back-and-
forth final.

"We're a year older, and I think we can handle the pressure," he says.

Saturday's final, a squeaker from the start, was loaded with pressure. Howell Central had
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a 16-13 edge after one quafter and a 30-29 lead at half. Hillsboro, thanks to a stretch
where Andy Lemke scored seven points in 66 seconds, led 49-48 after three quarters.

Kramer has been preparing for this - for Steighorst tourney and everything that will
follow - almost every day since last season ended. He popped into the gymn after school
to shoot. He (and teammate Jarrod Huskey) played with the St. Louis Swarm club team.
He hit the open gyms. And when there was nothing else going on, he'd be at home in the
driveway shooting until he ran out of light.

"I try to shoot an hour every day," he says.

That practice has paid off. During the three Steighorst games, Kramer was 15 of 17 (88
percent) from the line and 18 of 35 (51 percent) from the field.

Impressed? Hold your applause. O'Connell says better games are ahead for Kramer. He
points out the tall guard has yet to hit a 3-pointer (0-8 in the tournament).

"He doesn't have to hit 3s to contribute, but that 19 tonight on some nights is going to be
30 when he starts hitting his shots," the Hawks coach says.

Kramer is ready to be the guy who scores 30. This week, next week, sometime, that kind
of game will come. That's what all those shoot-around sessions were about.

Kramer is ready, but he's not in a rush. For now, winning is plenty.
"I don't worry. I just play to win," he says.
Hakuna matata.
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