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Author’s Purpose Book Share Directions


For this Book Share, you are analyzing your novel to discover the author’s purpose of writing the story. The book’s theme, moral, or lesson that it teaches us is the author’s purpose. It involves artwork and creating a Book Share according to this set of directions. You all will receive one set of templates for creating your Book Share. 
The Author, Front:

· The front of your author template is the author himself! Whether it is a man or a woman, young or old, you are recreating in any way possible a likeness of your author. There is space for you to write the book’s title (the long, narrow rectangle), and below that, the name of your author (in the square). Be creative! Cut out the author shape first.  You can use any art supplies you wish to make your author come alive for us. How do you know what your author looks like? Sometimes, there is a photo of the author inside of the book, or on the back. Use the internet! Most modern authors have website to refer to. 
· Neatness counts. This is not the time to simply use colored pencils and crayons. You will be much better than I at thinking of interesting ways to make your author come alive, but here are some ideas: yarn, paints, pretend eyes, string, fabric, textured paper, found objects, buttons, plastic eyelashes, foil, leather scraps, photography, puffy paints, anything at all that gives a 3-D effect to your creation. Look around your house and ask your parents for “stuff”. Make your author proud! (Also, he/she can be holding something, if you like.) Don’t limit yourself…think outside of the box! Staple (at the top of the head) one time to the second author’s body template (when it’s finished) so that you can lift it up and see underneath. 
The Author, Inside:

This is where your knowledge of the author’s purpose will shine through. The writing will be worth the most points, and it’s very important that you follow these directions. The template itself will show you where to write things if you forget. Cut out the second shape and do the following, all outlined in sharpie, or typed and cut and pasted in place. No pencil, please.
· The Head

This is where you write what you believe to be the author’s purpose. We have discussed author’s purpose in class. What is the story teaching us? What is the lesson? The moral? In one, clear, thoughtful sentence (including the title of the book and its author), you will write what you believe the author’s purpose is. Example: I believe Jean Craighead George’s purpose of writing, My Side of the Mountain, is to show us that even children can accomplish great things that are difficult, as long as they have confidence and believe in themselves.
· The Middle of the Body

This is where you write three pieces of evidence that back up and support your view of the author’s purpose. In other words, how did you know that what you stated really is the author’s purpose? Whatever your opinion, then state three things from the book that let us know that your view is correct. Choose wisely. Your supporting evidence must convince and enlighten us. As long as you can support your view with evidence, then you will be believed. ( Example of three pieces of evidence to support what I believe to be the author’s purpose: 
1.) Sam’s first attempt at making a fire was dismal, but he sought out the advice of a mountain man and eventually made awesome fires as quick as a snap.

2.) Through smart thinking and lots of preparation, Sam Gribley outlasted the harsh conditions of winter, even though he was worried he wouldn’t make it. 
3.) Sam almost killed his beloved Falcon and himself with his first efforts at making a chimney, but he solved the oxygen problem and created a safe, warm environment inside of his tree.

· Left Arm

This is where you will write a favorite Golden Line from your book. Remember, a Golden Line is a wonderful sentence of figurative speech. Keep a post-it note handy when you read, so you can write down phrases that could qualify for a Golden Line. You only have to write one.  Example: “I go to sleep by a campfire that looked like it was built by a boy scout, and I awaken in the middle of the eighteenth century.” 
· Right Arm

This is where you finish the sentence, “In my life, this book reminds me of…”
Reflect on the novel you read, and ask yourself if there’s some part of the story that connects in some way, to you and something that has happened in your own life. Example: When I was young and went camping for the first time, I froze inside of my sleeping bag! I was afraid of bees stinging me in the grass, too. Knowing how much I disliked camping, I am in awe of Sam and his accomplishments in the mountains.
· Left Leg
This is where you will draw/color a picture of some part of the book that you liked.

· Right Leg
This is where you will draw/color another picture of some part of the book that you liked.

That’s it! Enjoy! I can’t wait to see yours!

Always ask me if you have any questions. 

Mrs. Kelly (









