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              Dear Parents . . .












August, 2011
Welcome to the fifth grade at Abby Reinke Elementary School! Fifth grade is a very special and exciting year filled with many new challenges. As I prepare the children to enter middle school, it gives me great pleasure to do everything I can to set them up for success. There will inevitably be ups and downs, proud moments and disappointments, and I will always be here to catch them if they fall. My commitment is to have the children work their hardest while they are here, minimize homework to the essentials, and consider all homework as the practice that it should be. This means that homework is not graded and sometimes not returned; however, it still must be completed on time. Plenty of review and in-class support will always ensure that what is expected of your child is not a mystery. Reminder Binders will need to be reviewed by you and signed nightly, as this is required in sixth grade, as well.  I look forward to partnering with you to accomplish our mutual goals of having your child achieve independence and confidence in all areas of the curriculum, and develop a life-long love of the journey called learning. 

While many of you have been here several years, it still helps to have a handy reference guide for things that may be new to you and the grade. Please never hesitate to contact me whenever you have a question. Hopefully, students and parents alike will find my website to be useful this year as it includes nightly homework, contains loads of information about our curriculum, and references what activities are happening in the classroom. To locate our website, just go to the TVUSD website, then to elementary school sites. Select ARES, then fifth grade classrooms, and there we’ll be! To make things quicker, just place this address in your “favorites” folder!  http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/CKelly             

In the classroom, I am reachable at: 302-6610, x3824. My school district e-mail is ckelly@tvusd.k12.ca.us. At home, it’s: pkelly92592@msn.com. I look at both of them each day. 

If you can, please read this packet prior to Back to School Night, as it will answer many of your basic questions. Then, please print, sign, and return the bottom portion with your child so that I can be sure we have communicated. Thank you! I am looking forward to meeting you on Back to School Night. The evening times and date will soon be announced. While the first day of school was an exception, children are not allowed in the hallways or in the classrooms prior to school starting in the morning. Each day, your child should go to the playground (preferably no earlier than 8:45) and line up promptly when the first bell rings. Parents are not allowed to wait for their children in front of our classroom door, or in and around the hallways before the bell. Outside of the gate until the bell is where our principal asks parents to wait. Children not picked up on time are asked to wait in the office. Thank you for your cooperation.  (









Fondly,










Mrs. Kelly
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[image: image14.wmf]I have read Mrs. Kelly’s 5th Grade packet.  I will keep it handy for reference throughout the year! (
Parent Signature______________________________Print home e-mail:_____​_______________________
Please Print Student’s name: _________________________________________
[image: image1.wmf]HOW TO REACH ME – Phone at school:  302-6610 x3824. E-mail at school: ckelly@tvusd.k12.ca.us .     At home: pkelly92592@msn.com. If it is during school hours, you will reach my voice mail that I check once daily. If it is an emergency, please ask the office to notify me directly. I am available for a conference with you any time you call or send a note and arrange a time that is convenient for us both. Due to staff meetings, duty schedules, other parent conferences, school management, and personal obligations, impromptu meetings are very difficult. I would always want to give you my full and complete attention, so thank you for your understanding. 
Here is our classroom website address. You’ll find it very handy!  http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/CKelly   

[image: image2.wmf] VOLUNTEERING IN OUR CLASSROOM – Teachers love parent helpers! There will always be projects and meaningful ways for parents to assist. Whether it is prep work (i.e. copying, stapling, cutting, laminating), volunteering to lead our art program, Meet the Masters, or fulfilling another very important role in our classroom, parents are very appreciated for the invaluable work they perform. I could never do it all without parent support. The school has the following rules for volunteers in the classroom:  1.) Please have a current TB test as well as the completed Megan’s Law packet on file with our office. 2.) Before arriving to the classroom, stop by to check-in at the office and receive a volunteer badge. I will have a volunteer jobs sign-up sheet on Back to School Night for your convenience.

[image: image3.wmf]BIRTHDAYS – You may send party invitations to school with your child provided everyone in our class is included. Otherwise, please mail invitations to the child’s home. (Children get their feelings hurt very easily.) NOTE: Per our district mandate to support combating childhood obesity, it’s no longer acceptable to send baked good, candy, cookies and other extra sweet treats to the classroom to celebrate your child’s special day. Please be creative to find suitable alternative (i.e. Skinny Cows, popcorn, fruit, trail mixes, etc.) Our school encourages an even more lasting tribute by suggesting that you contribute a book to our library in your child’s name. Just bring the new book to Mrs. Thorton, our librarian. 
[image: image4.wmf]FOOD ALERTS –There are times when food will be offered to your child in the classroom (lunch in, healthy reward snacks, etc.).  Please let me know if your child has any food allergies by signing and returning the form I’ll be handing out at Back to School Night. (While the office may have been notified, this is for me to keep handy.)

[image: image5.wmf]HOMEWORK – Spelling, vocabulary, math and reading comprehension assignments (and rarely, Social Studies and Science) will come home daily as it is assigned. All homework is immediately relevant to the day’s work and weekly quiz preparation. Due dates will be discussed with your child and included in the reminder binder information. Your child can be a Homework Star by consistently turning in all homework on time! The incentive program will be explained on Back-to-School Night. Reminder Binders need nightly review and parent signing! They will contain all of the homework information for the day. 

[image: image15.wmf]HOMEWORK BASICS – Student success in school is greatly aided by the amount of time parents spend reading and working with their child at home on a regular basis. Please make it a priority in your home to sit with your child each evening to listen to him discuss the day at school along with the homework assignments. Help your child to understand difficult concepts, review spelling and vocabulary words, and encourage good study habits in a quiet area of the house. If necessary, write me a note when your child is experiencing special difficulty and needs accommodations to be successful. I will always work with you and your child and want to help in any way that I can. Learning organization at this age, if it hasn’t been understood already, is very important in helping your child succeed this year and beyond. Organization is huge, and I will make it a priority to help your student in this area. Please join me in this effort! (
The basic necessities for homework should be readily available: 
· a stapler

· pencils with erasers 
· a ruler

· markers and colored pencils
· scissors
· a highlighter
· glue

· lined paper 
· a dictionary

· a thesaurus

· a protractor for math

· Any other reference materials that will help your child become self-sufficient and motivated to accomplish homework on his own. Basically, everything the child uses at school should also be available at home. ( Also, please do let me know if you do not have a computer with access to the internet at home.

[image: image6.wmf]BOOKS - Make building your child’s at-home library a fun priority for your family. This time spent will truly be one of the most important gifts you could ever give your child. Finally, take ownership of your child’s education. Teachers do not want parents to merely be the homework police. Teachers expect neatness and accuracy. Being present and involved provides you with an opportunity to see where your child’s strengths and weaknesses are and to suggest the correction of errors while the topics are still fresh. On rare occasion, accommodations need to be made to ensure that your child is using this at-home review time in a manner that suits his or her special learning needs. You, your child, and I are partners. Please don’t hesitate to notify me if your child’s homework assignments appear beyond his or her current ability, or bring a high level of frustration. It is my intent to provide homework assignments that offer children of all ability levels an opportunity to use the time in a meaningful way.

[image: image7.wmf]CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BACKPACK – It’s a jungle in there! It would be impossible for me to overestimate how important it is to ask your child to show you what has come home each day. Communication is key to our parent/teacher partnership. Your child might have a special project that he is working on that needs completion, make-up work that didn’t get finished, or an otherwise important message. Thanks for taking the time to look, or to ask your child what’s in there. Reminder Binders need nightly signing!
[image: image8.wmf]WEDNESDAY ENVELOPES – Each Wednesday, a large school envelope that contains communication from the office, the principal, and/or neighborhood organizations (baseball, scouts, etc.) comes home.  This envelope needs to be emptied of its contents and returned with your child the following day. 

[image: image9.wmf]PROGRESS REPORTS – Your child will receive an Abby Reinke progress report mid-way through each semester. These reports are meant to give you a brief snapshot of the semester from an academic as well as a behavioral standpoint and allow for comments to go back and forth. Children experiencing difficulty in any area will be helped in positive ways. 

[image: image10.wmf] CLASSROOM DONATIONS – Many parents ask me throughout the year if there is anything they can donate to our classroom. Your kindness and generosity is much appreciated! Since our teacher classroom budgets have shrunk, a fifth grade donation supply list is attached at the bottom of our website’s opening letter (right next to where you found this one). On an as needed basis, I may make other requests throughout the year known by way of my website, or communication through room parents, or e-mail. Thank you, thank you, for your kind generosity and willingness to help. Just FYI, there has never been a time when black Expo dry erase markers and baby wipes were not needed! When in doubt, those two things are the greatest gifts!

[image: image16.wmf]FRIDAY FLAG ASSEMBLY​ –  The first two Friday mornings of each month, all of the children in grades 1-5 attend our Friday Flag Salute Assembly outside. It starts at 9:00 a.m. and parents and siblings are welcome! During this time, children receiving awards will be honored by the principal. If your child is nominated by me for awards, you will always be notified in advance so that you may make arrangements to attend this very special occasion. 

[image: image17.wmf] AWARDS – The various Abby Reinke Pyramid of Success awards recognize children for an accomplishment, special talent or effort, or academic achievement throughout the year. Parents, I may not always be able to recognize your child at the particular time you feel I should, so I thank you for your understanding in advance. Awards are not meant to be a stressful concept or in any way make your child feel less appreciated when not receiving one–especially at a time when he or she may personally be working very hard. Choosing award winners is difficult for me because I truly believe all children have very special gifts that should be recognized. I do my best, on a daily basis, regardless of awards, to make each and every child feel appreciated and valued for their hard work and I conduct three other incentive programs in my classroom in addition to the school wide awards. I will discuss these on Back-to-School Night.

ENRICHMENT CLASSES – Your child has opportunities to attend the following enrichment classes:

[image: image18.wmf]Library:  Children will be allowed to check out a new book each week, providing they are in good standing with what they have borrowed. Please help your child remember to return their library book on time. I recommend that your child place it in his or her backpack as soon as it is finished being read! (
[image: image11.wmf]  P.E.:  

Your children will be doing outdoor p.e. games on a weekly basis with me. Athletic shoes are required! Please note that backless shoes are not suitable for the elementary grades. Children wearing these shoes will be asked to wait in the office until new shoes arrive from home. I have a suggestion. If your child enjoys wearing shoes to school that are not suitable for athletics, they are invited to keep a pair of p.e. shoes in their cubbie all year.  (

Computer Lab:  

Your child will be learning a wide variety of important grade level concepts using exciting, age-appropriate computer programs in our lab and in the classroom. We are an Enhancing Education Through Technology classroom with the benefit of many laptops and other technology resources that the students will be using on a regular basis, all provided through a federal grant. 

MY INCENETIVE PROGRAMS – Reviewed at Back-to-School Night. 
CLASSROOM RULES – Reviewed at Back-to-School Night.

CLASSROOM SCHEDULE – Reviewed at Back-to-School Night. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD SUCCEED – Reviewed at Back-to-School Night. 

SUPPLY LIST FOR CLASSROOM DONATIONS – See attached file at bottom of website’s opening letter from me.
See you on Back-to-School Night!  

Mrs. Kelly
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