Minutes of Bowling Green PTA meeting for January 21st 2009
Date: January 21st 2009
Lisa Hallett called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm
Pledge of allegiance
Motion to accept the meeting minutes from the December ’08 PTA meeting
There was a presentation by the Kiwanis Kids of Bowling Green. The main speakers were the Officers – Emma Murphy, President, Tori, Regina, Miranda Dana and Mr. Santer, 5th grade teacher and EM Kiwanis Club President. They presented Lisa Hallett with a ‘I made a difference K-Kids mom’ award for her support to all K-Kids projects, providing beverages and providing the children with hot chocolate after caroling. They presented Lisa Hallett with a paperweight.
Principal – Ms Ciarametaro – Thank you to Mr. Santer and the K-Kids. The K-Kids program is open to any 3rd, 4th or 5th grader. It is an excellent programming for young leaders.
The ELA tests for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders took place last week. They were tested on genres and fiction. For the 4th graders, they were tested comprehensively for Reading, vocabulary and comprehension. All worked hard and fared well. The Math tests are coming up and both the teachers and students are under pressure. The Math review classes have begun. Please make sure your children attend all classes. The teachers work very hard and are covering all concepts and have outlined test taking strategies in their classes. Please attend the CASA meeting after this meeting in the East APR room. Please donate blood on the blood drive coming up.
Asst. Principal – Mr. Lagattolla – I would like to thank Mrs. Lisa Hallett and the PTA for purchasing Board Games for the classrooms. Continuing with our cultural arts programs in our school, we had Brady Rymer a singer come and sing for the kindergarteners. Brady Rymer is a famous singer who has been nominated for the Grammys this year and is on his way to California.
Teacher delegate - Mrs. Kane-Pesant : The NYS Math tests are coming up in March. Please keep the days free so that the children can take the tests. The Science tests are also coming up for the 4th graders and the written part will be held in May.
Lisa Hallett – PTA President – The Annual Auction will be held on March 4th. The Blood drive  will be held on Jan 22nd   in the East Gym between 3 pm and 8:30 pm. The Board of Ed meeting will be on Jan 22nd at 8 pm. Our Family fun night will be held on Feb 4th at Chucke Cheese. The Stickers will go out to remind parents. We have a Valentine Day Sale at which we are selling home made chocolates.

There is a CASA meeting today in which we have Gary Hudes, Norma Gonsalves, 3rd precinct personnel. If you have any personal concerns please leave it for the end. It is an informational meeting. Thank you to Mr. Santer for coordinating the K-Kids presentation today.

Helen Zanni -2nd Vice President –Just a reminder that our annual Book Fair will be this week. It will be held in the West Building   ROOM #413 Classes will shop on Tuesday  -  January 27th,Wednesday  -  January 28th  and  Thursday  -  January 29th. We will again hold a "Family Night" on WEDNESDAY EVENING (6:00-8:00). Everyone is invited to attend this event.  We will be accepting all major credit cards during Family Night. Please also visit our Bake Sale on Family Night.  If you would like to come and help the classes shop during the day please come. Your time will be greatly appreciated.

Pam Gianni – Treasurer –The current balance in the bank account is $10,395.
Marguerite Fitzpatrick – Historian – We covered  the Holiday Boutique and the pictures are there on the back table.
Lisa Moldowsky – Parent Delegate – I won't be at the meeting due to a prior engagement.

I did attend the community meeting regarding filing a tax grievence, hosted by Norma Gonzalves at the EM Public Library.

The filing period has now begun and one important fact to consider is that your taxes cannot be raised due to filing. Also, it is pretty simple to complete the 2 page form online and although there are people who may offer to file for you, it was pointed out that they file the exact same form-they are simply collecting their fee if your taxes are lowered for doing the exact same thing that you would do-same procedure, same form. A new greivence must be filed each year. You can search online to see what the taxes are on the homes within your nearby streets to have some basis of comparison for dispute.

Information is available at the Town of Hempstead website .

New Business – None
Old Business – None
Unfinished business – None
Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM

