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	Compare and Contrast Questions Come in Three Different Flavors!

1. Compare: You are asked to explain how two or more things are alike.
2. Contrast: You are asked to explain how two or more things are different.
3. Compare/Contrast: You are asked to explain how two or more things are alike and different. 
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Comparison and Contrast Words
Comparing Words
Contrasting Words
like
unlike
same as
in contrast to
more
different from
similar
less
likewise
whereas
and, as well as
however
also, too
but
just as, as do, as did, as does
as opposed to
both
on the other hand


Examples:
1. Compare: How are the caribou and the smilodon alike?
Answer: The caribou and the smilodon are both mammals. The smilodon lived in the arctic regions during the Ice Ages, as did the caribou. Like the smilodon, the caribou was able to protect itself from predators.

2. Contrast: How were the smilodon and caribou different?
Answer: Although the caribou and the smilodon were both mammals, they were very different in many ways. The caribou was a plant-eater,
unlike the smilodon which ate meat. The caribou had blunt, rounded teeth for eating plants, whereas the smilodon had sharp, pointed ones. The smilodon became extinct at the end of the Ice Ages, in contrast to the caribou which still lives in the arctic regions today.
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Compare/Contrast Questions are a type of Put-It-Together Question. In order to answer them you have to collect information about two or more things. Some of these questions can be answered in a sentence. Some require a paragraph to be written. Still others must be answered as an essay. It all depends on how much information is in the text about the things you are asked to compare and contrast.

Attack Strategies for Compare and Contrast Tasks:

1. Locate information in the text about both things you are asked to compare and/or contrast.

2. Think about similarities and differences that the two things have.

3. If there is a lot of information about the things you have been asked to compare and/or contrast, organize the information in one of the organizer types.

4. Plan how you will explain the similarities and/or differences between the two things.

5. Use the chart on the previous page to find interesting compare and contrast words to use in your explanation.

6. Write your explanation on your paper.
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