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A Fishy Tale 
This activity is from Scholastic Literacy Place • By Loren Jones
Read the story. Then use it to complete the next page.

Our school doesn't have many parties, but this year Ms. Cipriano said we could have a masquerade party. The fourth grade wanted the theme to be "Under the Sea," but the fifth grade wanted it to be “Outer Space." After much debate, it was decided the theme would be "Under the Sea."

Everyone had to be on a team, and everyone had to help. My team was in charge of special effects. Gary came up with a great idea. He got two big, old fishing nets from his father, which we used to cover the ceiling of the cafeteria. Gary, Jemma, and I used rope to tie the nets to the pillars, and it looked really great. Then we cut out fish shapes from colored paper and stuck them on the net.

Everyone seemed to dress in one of three costumes: some kind of fish, a mermaid, or Neptune--the "King of the Sea." Gary came as an electric eel, Jemma was a goldfish, and Carmen and I arrived as mermaids.

The cafeteria looked great. Jemma's father had put up colored lights for us. They made a wavy pattern like rippling water on the floor as they shone through the fishing nets. Our work was admirable, however disaster struck when the netting fell down. We were all caught in the fish nets. We were laughing so hard we couldn't get up. We truly felt as if we were "under the sea."

Jemma's father turned on the regular lights while we got untangled. This wasn't the effect we imagined, but it sure was special!
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A Fishy Tale: Compare/Contrast 
Find a comparison or a contrasting statement from "A Fishy Tale" for each sentence below. Write the sentence on the line, and then tell whether it compares or contrasts by putting a check mark in the correct box.
Helpful Hint: 
When you compare, look for things that are alike.


When you contrast, look for things that are different.



1. Our school doesn't have many parties, but …

( Comparison
( Contrast 



2. The fourth grade wanted the theme to be "Under the Sea", but …

( Comparison
( Contrast


3. Everyone had to be on a team, and …

( Comparison
( Contrast


4. Jemma’s father had put up colored lights for us. They made a wavy pattern ...

( Comparison
( Contrast


5. Our work was admirable, however ….

( Comparison
( Contrast

A Fishy Tale: Compare/Contrast
Answer Key
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	1. Our school doesn't have many parties, but... 

this year Ms. Cipriano said we could have a masquerade party. 



contrast



2. The fourth grade wanted the theme to be "Under the Sea", but … 

… the fifth grade wanted the theme to be "Outer Space."



contrast



3. Everyone had to be on a team, and... 

...everyone had to help.



compare



4. Jemma’s father had put up colored lights for us. They made a wavy pattern ... 

like rippling water on the floor.



comparison



5. Our work was admirable, however ... 
disaster struck when the netting fell down.



contrast
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