Think you’d like to be adjudicated for the state festival main stage?
Please read me first . . . 

Theatre is an art, an entertainment, a craft, and a discipline.  Please read and consider all of what’s below in order to decide if you wish to be adjudicated. . .  
An Art . . .  The essence of its art form is script and acting.  Without these two the finest sets, costumes, sound design, etc., are for naught.  An emotional relationship between actors and audience must be established – and the sooner, the better!  So ask yourself:  will my show draw 1500+ teen-agers into the play and keep them attentive and entertained for the next two hours?
An Entertainment . . .   Let’s face it . . . when we perform at our own schools we don’t have much of an objective audience.  Who mostly comes to high school plays?  It’s family, friends, peers, and relatives of the company, right?  They know the characters on stage and so an immediate identification is established.  When you perform at a state conference it’s vastly more of an objective audience – a disinterested (though interested in drama, we hope!) “show me” crowd who are certainly hoping for your success, but are there to be entertained – not because they have a personal relation or identity with the show.  Will yours provide that entertainment value to that huge “show me” audience of mostly teens?
A Craft . . .  Projection and speed are the critical issues here.  Will my set (and acting) expand to fill a 60 foot proscenium?  Are my students used to body mics, and do I have the skilled people needed to run the sound board?  Will my set go through standard doors, and strike/set up quickly and easily?  Will it adapt to a stage configuration that might be considerably different from my own “house?”  Can my lighting plot (“hang”) be handled and focused quickly?  Are my actor’s and crew K-12 age appropriate? All need to be answered in the affirmative.
A Discipline . . .   When the two adjudicators arrive at my theatre/auditorium will they find the time-honored rules and accepted etiquette of the theatre in place?  Are my actors/techies backstage at all times – not out “hobb-nobbing” with the audience before the show or during intermission. . . or worse yet, peeking through the main curtain?  Is it announced, and stated in the program – no flash photos, and all cell phones off?  Are understudies announced before curtain?  Is my shift crew dressed entirely in black?  Are my Thespians recognized in the program? 

And so, we wish you the best of luck! But please remember, our job is to look for the very best high school productions the state has to offer. Break-a-leg!
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Adjudication Coordinator, Arizona Thespian Board   

