Name________________________________________ date___________

Chapter 8 Section 3

I.  Culture of the Plains Indians (pages 297-298)


A.  Some Native American nations of the Great Plains lived in communities and 
farmed and hunted.  Most however, were ____________ who moved from place 
to place in search of food.  They followed the herds of _______________.


B.  Native American groups of the Great Plains had several things in common.  

The lived in _________________ family networks and had a close relationship 
with nature.  They were divided into bands with governing council.  Most Native 
American groups practiced a religion based on the belief in the spiritual power of 
the ___________ world.

II.  Cultures Under Pressure (pages 298-300)


A.  Native Americans had been under pressure for years from advancing white 
settlement.  In 1862 the ___________ in Minnesota launched a major uprising.


B.  The Dakota Sioux agreed to live on a small reservation in Minnesota, in 
exchange for ______________ paid by the federal government to the reservation 
dwellers.  The annuities were very small and often taken from them by American 
traders.  In 1862 Congress delayed ____________ of the annuities.  Some Sioux 
began starving.  Chief ____________________ asked traders to give his people 

food on credit.  His request was denied.  The Dakota started an uprising that led to 
the deaths of hundreds of settlers.


C.  The U.S. army was sent in to prevent further uprisings among the Sioux.  The 
Lakota Sioux, a group of nomads who feared losing their hunting ground fought 
back.  In _________________ of 1866, Chief_______________ forces defeated a 
U.S. army detachment in _______________ in what was called Fetterman’s 
Massacre.


D. In the 1860s, tensions between the _____________ and ______________ 
Native Americans and miners in Colorado increased.  Bands of Native Americans 
attacked wagon trains and ranches in Colorado.  The territorial governor ordered 
the Native Americans to peacefully surrender at Fort _______________.  
Chief______________________ brought hundreds of Cheyenne to the fort to 
negotiate.  Instead of negotiating, the U.S. army attacked the Cheyenne in what 
has become known as the _____________________________ Massacre.

E.  In 1867 Congress formed an ________________________ Commission, 
which proposed creating two large reservations on the Plains.  The 
__________________ would run the reservations and the U.S. Army would deal 
with any groups that did not report or remain on the reservations.

III.  The Last Native American Wars ( pages 301-302)


A.  By the 1870s, buffalo were rapidly disappearing and by 1889 few remained.  
The buffalo were killed by migrants crossing the Great Plains, professional 
buffalo hunters who wanted their hides, sharpshooters hired by the 
________________, and hunters who killed them for sport.


B.  Many Native Americans would leave the reservations to hunt buffalo and in 
1876 the Lakota left to hunt near the ____________ Mountains in south eastern 
Montana.  The U.S. government sent army troops led by 
_______________________________, commander of the Seventh Cavalry, to 
take care of the problem.  Custer makes a fatal mistake when he divides his 
forces.  The Lakota and Cheyenne warriors attacked Custer killing him and all of 
his men.  

C.  At the Lakota Sioux reservation in 1890, the Lakota were ordered by a 
government agent to Stop the ____________________ - a ritual that was 
celebrating the hope that the whites would disappear, the buffalo would return and 
Native Americans would reunite with their ancestors.  The Lakota fled the 
reservation and were chased down by the U.S. troops and many were killed at 
________________________ creek.
IV.  Assimilation (page 302)


A.  Some people thought that the situation between whites and Native Americans 
could improve if Native Americans could __________________, or be absorbed 
into American society.  This included breaking up the reservation system and 
dividing Native Americans into ________________, where Native Americans 
would live in families and support themselves.  This became the policy when 
Congress passed the ____________________ in 1887.

B.  The Dawes Act was a failure.  Few Native Americans had the training or 
enthusiasm for farming or ranching.  Few were willing or able to adopt the 
American settlers’ lifestyles in place of their own culture.

