SYLLABUS/LEARNING CONTRACT
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Instructor:  Mrs. Barbara Dominesey				
Phone:  591-0400, extension 1303
E-mail:  bdominesey@atticacsd.org	
Web site: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/BDominesey/

What You Will Learn in This Course
In this course, you will learn about how to get the most out of high school.  You will understand the transition to high school and realize the importance of your decision-making and choices.  Attitude, respect, and self-motivation will be discussed as they relate to success in high school and in life.    

You will learn about the key roles that motivation, focused effort, and effective study skills play in the academic achievement equation. You will identify your learning strengths; create an organized, time-efficient study system and a conducive environment for effective learning; take effective textbook and class notes, and learn test-taking strategies.

You will learn why you study core subjects in high school and how they relate to future careers.  you will choose a high school program of study that fits you and complete a High School Career Pathway Plan of Study.  You will complete a self-assessment, explore career options, create a personal resume, and finally, research post-secondary opportunities.   

This course will expand your organizational and time management skills, research skills, study skills, critical thinking, collaboration, and presentation skills.  In the second part of the course, you will complete a required culminating performance task incorporating several essential skills.  Your career project will answer the essential question, “What skills do I need to acquire and which high school courses should I take to benefit me in my career pathway?
Instructional Materials & Needed Supplies
This course will use several materials including:
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· Study Max: Improving Study Skills in Grades 9-12
· Videos: Why Study English, Math, Science, and Business?
· Videos: Study Skills Series
· Video: Exploring Your Career Options
· Wikis, Publisher, PowerPoint, and PhotoStory3 or Pinnacle
· Career Cruising Web site
· 2009-2010 Student Planner

Before starting the course, you will need the following:
· A folder for keeping class materials
· Pen or pencil

Attendance
Attendance in class is mandatory!  If you are absent, you must check in with the instructor the very next day.  It is YOUR responsibility to get the work.  The assignment is due the day you return to school.  If it is late, it is a zero.  If you are absent more than a day please call the school to get the assignments.  If you are absent on a test day you are responsible to make-up the test within one week—see me. 

Tardiness
Tardiness to class will not be tolerated.  The fourth “late” to class without a pass and every subsequent tardy will result in a written referral to the Assistant Principal and detention.  

Classroom Rules
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO:
· Arrive on time to class and be seated when the bell rings, fully prepared with the required supplies and assignments, ready to learn.  You will not be allowed to exit and re-enter the classroom to get materials after the bell has rung
· Listen actively to directions and follow them as given the first time
· Show respect for others by raising hands when asking and answering questions, and remaining in your seat unless instructed otherwise
· Show respect for themselves, staff, and others by using appropriate language, actions, and materials in the classroom
· Make an effort to go to the restroom and get drinks prior to class, as you will not be allowed out of class except in case of a real emergency
· Work bell-to-bell and wait for the TEACHER to dismiss you

Extra Help
Additional help/lab time is available.  Passes will be given to be dismissed from study halls to use the computer lab during most periods as long as workstations are available and appropriate behavior is displayed in the lab.  Students should plan ahead for the day and get a pass before 1st Period to use the lab. 
Evaluation and Grading
Your class grade average is calculated on a total point value and will be based on the following categories:

Classroom Category makes up 90% of the average per marking period:	
· Assignments
· Projects
· Homework
· Quizzes & Tests
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Each Marking Period accounts for 1/5 of your final course average.
Final Exam makes up 1/5 of your overall final course average.

Cheating will result in a grade of zero (0) being assigned to all students involved.  Copying someone else’s work is cheating, just as allowing someone to copy your work is cheating.

Assignments
Assignments are an integral part of this course, and they are due on the assigned date by class time or 3:10 pm, whichever is specified by the instructor. Assignments not turned in by the Final Deadline will result in a ZERO. You will not be allowed to go to your locker to retrieve forgotten assignments.

You are encouraged to work together to solve problems. However, you must complete your own work. You may not print work for someone else. Such actions are considered cheating and are subject to a grade of zero (0) as outlined above.

All assignments should be printed only ONCE.  Print Preview your work and only print when an assignment is required to be printed.  Assignments should be printed in grayscale unless otherwise noted.  It is imperative we save on our printer ink, as its availability is limited. If you are careless, a penalty for each additional copy printed may be imposed resulting in ten (10) points off your assignment/project/test grade.  

All assignments must have your name on it or you will receive a grade of ZERO.

The Career Project must be completed and presented. You must earn a passing grade on this project to pass this course. 





Classroom/Lab Behavior and Etiquette
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	When working in a classroom or lab, you are expected to treat the setting as a business meeting. As such, the following professional business behavior will be expected of all students at all times: Prompt and regular attendance, punctual arrival for all classes, completion of all assignments to meet established deadlines, respect for the rights and property of others, and age-appropriate personal/social behavior while interacting with classmates and the teacher - appropriate choice of language, dress, and grooming.
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	Turn off all cell phones. Cell phones are not permitted to be used during school hours - 8:05am until 3:10pm as stated in the Student Code of Conduct.  Violation of the rule will result in your cell phone being confiscated and turned in to the main office.
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	No talking and no keyboarding when the Meeting Leader (teacher or classmate) is talking to the group. This behavior is not tolerated in business meetings and will not be tolerated in the classroom.

	[image: SNACKS]


	Our maintenance staff works hard to keep our classrooms and labs clean for you, and food and drinks are what make a classroom messy, smelly, and unpleasant. Thus, no food or drinks are permitted in the classroom at any time. 
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	Treat all individuals in the class with respect and kindness. Be willing to help others in the classroom—research has shown that the best way to learn something is to teach someone else!
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	Be on time.  It’s not polite to walk in late.  The door will close when the bell rings.  If you come in late you will be marked tardy unless you have a legitimate pass.  Don’t forget, a fourth tardy means detention.
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	Do not display on your computer screen, any material or Web sites that would be offensive or hurtful to others in the classroom or lab.  
Surfers lose computer use privileges for the day.
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Be responsible for the classroom/lab. 
· Throw away your own garbage
· Do not write on the desks/computers
· Take care of supplies, books, computers, keyboards, and the mouse
      Return them to their proper place at the end of the period
· Students must use their own username/password for computer use
· No gum chewing or suckers are allowed in the lab





Course Outline

UNITS OF STUDY:

1. Student Transitioning to High School
· Course expectations, policies, and procedures
· [image: E9769FE9]Acceptable Use Policy
· Student planner/agenda
· Recording and organizing assignments
· Using planner resources
· Setting goals
· Publisher Poster Projects
· Safe Practices for Life Online

2. Study Skills 
· Note-taking
· Figuring out how students learn best
· Managing time and developing a study schedule
· Organizing study materials
· Creating a smart study environment
· Taking and using textbook notes
· Test anxiety management strategies
· Group Wiki Project	
	
3. Choosing a High School Career Pathway
· Why Study Core Subjects?
· Programs of study
· High school courses
· Four-year high school career pathway plan of study


4. Career Choices
· Why Study Core Subjects?
· Self-assessment - Who am I?
· Explore career options - What do I want?
· Career Project – Research, PowerPoint, Presentation
· Post-secondary research - How do I get it?
· Digital Storytelling College Research Project

	



















Educational Foundations Agreement

If you have any questions throughout the school year, please contact me by phone at 591-0400 ext. 1303 or through my e-mail address bdominesey@atticacsd.org. Please take the initiative to contact me when your concerns arise. Your child is one of 140 students I have in this class. 

Please return the bottom portion to Mrs. Dominesey in Room 303 on or before the deadline date _________. Prompt return results in 10 points out of 10 for your first classroom/homework grade. If not turned in on time you earn a zero (0) for your assignment. Keep the top portion for reference.

To access your child’s grades, go to http://myteacherpages.com/webpages/bdominesey/ and follow the directions on the Classroom News link, OR access your child’s grades at https://secure.schoolworld.com/family/  

 Your Family Link login information is:


Username: ___________________________________	Password: ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


We have read and discussed the Learning Contract and we understand the classroom expectations listed above.  Signatures imply that the student and parent received and read the syllabus and the student is ready to learn.


Date: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________________


Parent e-mail address(es) for correspondence (print legibly):


________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________


NOTE: Providing me with your e-mail address gives me another method of contacting you when I have questions or concerns with about your child’s behavior or academic performance. 





Return to Mrs. Dominesey ~ Educational Foundations ~ Room 303 no later than, 9/24/09.
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