Cobb 05/06

Physics


Objective 1 Vocabulary

Hypothesis: a tentative, testable statement of prediction about what has been observed

Data: the information gathered from a scientific experiment

Measurement: a numerical observation about an object or sample of matter

Precision: refers to how close a series of measurements are to one another; precise measurements show little variation over a series of trials but may not be accurate

Accuracy: refers to how close a measured value is to an accepted value

Organize: to form into a coherent unity or functioning whole: integrate: to set up an administrative structure for: to arrange by systematic planning and united effort: to undergo physical or organic organization: to arrange elements into a whole of interdependent parts
Analyze: to study or determine the nature and relationship of the parts of by analysis: to subject to scientific or grammatical analysis
Evaluate: to determine or fix the value of: to determine the significance, worth, or condition of usually by careful appraisal and study
Infer (make inferences): to derive as a conclusion from facts or premises: to guess, surmise
Predict: to declare or indicate in advance: foretell on the basis of observation, experience, or scientific reason
Trend: to show a tendency or an incline: to become deflected: to shift
Communicate: to convey knowledge of or information about: make known: to reveal by clear signs: to cause to pass from one to another
Conclusions: a judgment based on the information or data obtained

Theory: an explanation supported by many experiments; is still subject to new experimental data, can be modified, and is considered successful if it can be used to make predictions that are true

Law: a relationship in nature that we can prove through scientific experimentation

Field: the environment where an experiment is performed

