Chapter 9 Questions

1. Describe the changing relationship between the Arab peoples and the Byzantine and Sasanid empires before Muhammad.

2. After Muhammad’s death, Islam began to fragment along three separate paths. What were these paths, and how were their beliefs different? Structure your answer to emphasize historical rather than religious significance.

3. Explain how Islam was able to spread from Spain to India in a relatively short amount of time, dominating a wide range of territories and societies.

4. How does the Abbasid Caliphate represent a change in the characteristics of Muslim leadership? Compare and contrast the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates, particularly regarding religion, politics, and the military.

5. Describe the evolution of Islamic civilization. What was its impact on Europe?

