Chapter 8 Questions

1. Why can the Silk Road be described as a social system rather than simply as a transportation route?

2. What were some of the technological advances that the Silk Road was responsible for?

3. Compare the Indian Ocean trade with the Mediterranean Sea trade. Are they different worlds?

4. Describe the environmental and social conditions in the Sahara before it became a desert. Be as specific as you can concerning dates and what sort of evidence is available to historians.

5. Explain sub-Saharan cultural diversity and cultural unity in the period between 300 B.C.E.. and 1100 C.E.

