Chapter 17 Questions

1. Europeans were not the first to explore the world and come in contact with far-off peoples and lands. What were the maritime patterns of global exploration of the Chinese and Muslims before 1450?

2. The Chinese and the Muslims were not the only peoples to explore the maritime world before the Europeans. Trace the maritime progress of Malayo-Polynesians, Africans, and Amerindians before 1450.

3. European overseas expansion before 1550 was the product of two related phenomena. What were these phenomena, and how did they encourage European expansion?

4. Describe the interactions of Portuguese and West African peoples from initial contact by explorers to permanent settlements established by Portuguese traders. In what ways were interactions between East Africans and the Portuguese similar or different?

5. What was the impact of the Spanish in the Americas, as compared with the Portuguese in Africa and the East? What enabled the Spanish to conquer such enormous territory with so few men?

