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The St. Peter’s Catholic School Athletic Department will provide each student-athlete with the opportunity to practice in a safe environment that encourages self-discipline, responsibility, and friendship through sports. The athletic department teaches student-athletes to respect themselves and others through learning to compete in athletics with a focus on Christian sportsmanship. 

St. Peter’s Catholic School regards our interscholastic sports program as an integral asset to the development of the whole child.  Through the dedication and generosity of our volunteer coaches, our student-athlete learns many valuable lessons: respect for coaches and teammates; commitment to the program; and the value of sportsmanship. There is the joy of victory and accomplishment, but also the life-long lesson of learning how to respond to defeat with the true spirit of sportsmanship!    

Participation in our interscholastic program is a privilege for our students.  Our school has a policy that affords every student who wishes to participate, the opportunity to participate.  Of course, this is provided that the Athletic Department has the coaches and equipment for each program.  

Student-Athletes Section

· Code of Conduct:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Athletic Grade Policy: Grades will be checked for every student on an athletic team at progress report and report card times. If a student fails to meet the minimum standard (has two (2) D’s or one (1) F in any subjects) at those checks he or she will be removed from the team for a minimum of a one game suspension. After 2 grade checks with unsatisfactory grades the student will be removed from the team roster for the remainder of the season. 
· Students who are off the team for academic reasons will be allowed to practice with their team. 
· In order to rejoin a team, students will need to have their teachers fill out a grade sheet with current averages, which they can obtain online or in the Athletic Office. Once those sheets are reviewed by Athletic Department and approved the student will be notified that they may rejoin their team at games. 
· If a student receives an incomplete in any subject he/she will be suspended from the team until the work has been made up and approved by the Athletic Directors. 
· Behavior
· Student-Athletes should portray good attitudes, values and virtues based on Catholic beliefs. 
· Student-Athletes should always use good sportsmanship.
· Students who do not exhibit good moral and ethical character may be taken off a team at the discretion of the Principal and Vice Principal. The length of this time will be determined by the Principal or Vice Principal. 
· Any player receiving a penalty from the referees or umpires during a game must adhere to the consequences as applied by the Principal in cooperation with the Athletic Directors.  Consequences may involve a verbal/written reprimand, and/or suspension (length to be determined). (These are for behavioral penalties, not rule violations.)
· Technical Foul: 1st offense= probation, 2nd offense= 2 game suspension
· Ejection:   2 game suspension and probation
· Red Card: 2 game suspension and probation



· Player responsibilities:
· For a student-athlete to participate in scheduled extra-curricular activities, the student must attend school that day, arrive by 8:30 A.M., and not dismiss early for unexcused reasons. 
· Consult the St. Peter’s student handbook for a complete listing of excused absences.
· Practices
· All practices are important. Student-athletes who are interested in St. Peter’s Athletics need to make these practices a priority. 
· Contact your coach if you are unable to come to practice. Legitimate excuses include sickness or death in the family. Practices or games for another team are not legitimate excuses. 
· Games
· A Student-athlete missing an excessive amount of games may be asked to leave the team. This is determined by the current number of games in the season and is at the discretion of the Athletic Directors in conjunction with the coaches.
· Student athletes who come late to games/practices because they were participating in a non- St. Peter’s team’s practice/game may be asked to sit out the game to be fair to the other players.
· If a student-athlete has conflicting practices/games at the beginning and end of a season for a St. Peter’s team he/she will need to work out an agreement with both coaches. A student-athlete may only participate in one sport per season for St. Peter's. 
· School work
· If an athlete misses any school due to early dismissal for away games, the student-athlete must make up any missed work when it is due. It is the sole responsibility of the student-athlete to get any work that he/she may have missed during school and turn it in when it is due.
· Uniform
· Student-athletes will be issued a St. Peter’s uniform for the sport that they participate in. Uniforms are property of the school and must be returned on the stated date.  
· The uniforms should be returned unaltered, clean and in good condition. 
· Student-athletes may not receive any additional uniforms if the uniform from the prior season is not returned. (i.e., you will not receive a basketball uniform if your football or volleyball uniform is not turned in).
· Student-athletes may only wear the designated uniform to play in St. Peter’s games. Students should not be wearing the issued uniform as street clothing, to P.E. classes, team practices, or as a Halloween costume. 
· The Administration may grant Student-Athletes permission to wear his or her athletic jersey over their school uniform on game day. 
· Forms
· All Student-athletes must complete and turn in a physical form before they are allowed to begin practice. Physicals are good for one year from the date they were issued by the doctor. 


Coaches Section
DIOCESE OF RALEIGH POLICY:	All coaches must attend a Diocese of Raleigh workshop on child abuse and neglect. No coach may assume coaching duties until this requirement has been satisfied.

· Code of conduct
· Behavior
· All coaches will conduct themselves in an appropriate manner on & off the field/court.
· All coaches will not swear during any contact with the student-athletes.
· All coaches will treat all student-athletes fairly when it comes to playing time.
· Any coach receiving a penalty from the referees or umpires during a game must adhere to the consequences as applied by the Principal in co-operation with the Athletic Directors.  This may involve a verbal/written reprimand, suspension (length to be determined), or resignation as coach. (These are for behavioral penalties, not rule violations.)
· Technical Foul: 1st offense= probation, 2nd offense= 2 game suspension
· Ejection:   2 game suspension and probation
· Red Card: 2 game suspension and probation
· Responsibilities
· Hold practices that will prepare the student-athletes for competition. 
· Be present at all scheduled games for your team. 
· Support & encourage each member of your team to become the best athlete he or she can be.
· Justly allow each student an opportunity to participate in competition. Keep in mind the time, money and effort our parents spend going to home and away games only to have their child play for only a few seconds while others have played an entire game. This behavior does not uphold St. Peter’s School mission as a Catholic institution. Each student looks forward to participating with their team and should have ample opportunity to compete.
· Practices & Games
· Coaches should always be the first to arrive and the last to leave a practice or game. Coaches must wait until all student-athletes are picked up from games/practices before leaving.
· No practices should be held on Sundays.
· The coaches are to be the only person to call a team practice.
· Facilities
· It is the coaches’ responsibility to ensure that the facilities are properly secured and all equipment is put in its proper place. 
· Locker room, equipment room & bathroom lights are turned off
· Locker room & bathroom windows are closed and locked.
· Gym lights are off
· Make sure concession stand is locked and all lights are off.
· Front door is locked and closes completely when you leave
· Conflict resolution
· If there are any conflicts between athletes, coaches, or parents, please contact the Athletic Directors.



Parents/Spectators Section
DIOCESE OF RALEIGH POLICY:	All those who will have direct contact with children other than their own must attend a Diocese of Raleigh workshop on child abuse and neglect. 

· Code of conduct
· Behavior
· All parents/spectators shall conduct themselves in an appropriate manner on & off the court/field.
· Swearing is not permissible.
· All parents/spectators should conduct themselves with Christian values at our athletic events. This includes proper treatment of officials, coaches, & players. If any parents/spectators are being viewed as behaving inappropriately, he/she may be asked to leave the facility by any member of the School Administration. 
· Responsibilities
· If a parent feels his or her child needs to be temporarily or permanently removed from a team because of behavioral or academic concern, the parent should notify the coaches of their decision and any plans of returning to the team.
· Make sure your student is upholding all of their responsibilities to the school and their team in an appropriate manner. 
· All parents will be required to work the concession & admission at home games during the season as they are scheduled.
· Arrange carpools for transportation to/from the games. This includes making arrangements for siblings so they do not miss any part of the school day. 
· Parents who drive students other than their own MUST have taken the Child Abuse class as required by the Diocese. 
· If a child goes to the After-School program either before or after a team game/practice they will be charged the appropriate fees. 
· Practices & Games
· Be sure your student is prepared with the necessary equipment to participate or practice.
· Be on time to drop-off/pick-up your child from practices & games. Know that the coaches’ time is important.
· Understand the time commitment involved in Middle School athletic participation. 
· Conflict resolution
· If there are any conflicts between athletes, coaches, or parents, please contact the Athletic Directors.
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