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Course Scope

This course is designed for those students who have successfully completed Algebra I and exhibit an interest in science, especially chemistry.  Topics included are mathematics of chemistry, safety, laboratory procedures, properties of matter, atomic theory and structure, mole concept, chemical bonding, nomenclature, chemical equations, stoichiometry, kinetic molecular theory, states of matter, acids-bases-salts, equilibrium, thermochemistry, polymer chemistry, nuclear chemistry, chemistry of the environment, and career opportunities.   Science, Technology and Society (STS) issues will be an integral part of this course.  Additional topics may include history of chemistry, biochemistry, qualitative chemistry, and research projects.  Instructional practices will incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to our society.  The appropriate use of technology is an integral part of this course.  This course will fulfill one science credit toward high school graduation and qualifies as a laboratory science for college entrance.

Course Goals:

a. To develop the basic skill of using the scientific method of problem solving. [NS:  N.12.A]

b. To develop safe laboratory skills and procedures in using laboratory equipment.                 [NS:  N.12.A]

c. To develop skill in using symbols, terms, equations, and units of measurement. [NS:  N.12.A]

d. To develop an understanding of the changes elements, compounds, and mixtures undergo.  [NS:  P.12.A]

e. To demonstrate an understanding that the periodic table is based upon atomic structures resulting in repeating patterns and properties. [NS:  P.12.A]

f. To practice skill in writing and naming chemical formulas using the periodic table. 


[NS:  P.12.A]

g. To develop an understanding of chemical bonding. [NS:  P.12.A]

h. To develop an understanding of chemical equations. [NS:  P.12.A]

i. To develop a quantitative understanding of chemical reactions (stoichiometry). [NS:  P.12.A]

j. To develop an understanding of the behavior of matter in terms of kinetic molecular theory.  [NS:  P.12.A]

k. To explore the solution process. [NS:  P.12.A]

l. To develop an understanding of the behavior of acids, bases, and salts. [NS:  P.12.A]

m. To develop a basic understanding of factors that affect rates of reaction (collision theory).  [NS:  P.12.A]

n. To explore the energy changes involved in chemical and physical processes. [NS:  P.12.A]

o. To develop a basic understanding of chemical equilibrium. [NS:  P.12.A]

p. To explore the principles of nuclear chemistry. [NS:  P.12.A]

q. To explore basic polymer chemistry. [NS:  P.12.A]

r. To develop an awareness of the relationship of chemical principles to current societal issues and advancements including such topics as nuclear waste disposal, air, water and land pollution, energy resources, uses of nanotechnology and advancements in medicine. 


[NS:  N.12.B]

s. To develop an awareness of the vocational opportunities in areas related to chemistry.                   [NS:  N.12.B]

t. To develop an understanding of character, ethics, and manners as appropriate for this course.  [NS:  N.12.B]

Materials

All students must have a three ring binder (at least 1 inch thick) for use only in Chemistry. Notebook paper is necessary also. You will need dividers for the binder. In addition students will need a standard composition notebooks. Students may work in pen or pencil, however on tests, I request pencil be used. A calculator is necessary for this class. I recommend that students have a calculator that will perform trigonometric functions. This class is heavily math based and students will benefit from having a calculator that can perform sine, cosine, and log functions. Graphing functions are not needed. In addition, students will need a standard size book cover, and an academic planner. I also request students have a thin dry-erase marker with them daily. Students may want to have 2 or 3 colored pencils for use during vector assignments as well as graphing. Students are expected to come to class with their notebooks, calculators, and writing implements every day.

Grading Policy

Scale:

90.0% to 100%
A



80.0% to  89.9%
B



70.0% to  79.9%
C



60.0% to  69.9%
D



Below 60%

F

Grades are based on total points. Each activity is worth a fixed number of points. Total points will consist of homework assignments, quizzes (both announced and unannounced), notebook grades, tests, research papers, projects, labs, participation, and behavior. I do not round quarter or semester grades. An 89.95% is still a B. Extra credit assignments are occasionally available to all classes throughout the quarter.

Semester grades will be assigned based on the following breakdown:

First Quarter

45%

Third Quarter

45%

Second Quarter
45%

Fourth Quarter

45%

Semester Exam
10%

Semester Exam
10%

Total


100%




100%

Homework

Homework is a major part of your grade. You may expect homework every night of the week except Friday. In general, expect to spend a minimum of thirty minutes each day studying materials related to this course. Homework is due at the beginning of class. It must be in my basket by the time the bell rings. If you are absent on the day a homework assignment is due, that assignment is due immediately upon your return to class. 
If you are absent on the day something is assigned, you have three days to turn in that assignment. There is no penalty as long as this is a CCSD excused absence. If the absence is unexcused, a 50% penalty applies.

School-associated absences

Many students are involved in school activities. These include (but are not limited to) band/choir performances, drama performances, spirit-leader events, and athletic contests. These are school-sanctioned activities. These activities occur throughout the school year and are an integral part of the well-rounded education. However, it must be pointed out that the primary mission of Cimarron-Memorial High School is to provide an academic education for its students. With this in mind, this should serve as a reminder of the make-up policy for work missed during a school-approved absence:

· If you are aware of the absence in advance, make arrangements to get the assignments in advance.

· If you are gone for a quiz or test, you will be expected to make it up the day you return.

· If the absence is only for part of the school day (for a pep-rally or assembly) and you miss a lab, you will be expected to make the lab up that day after school, or you will assigned an alternate, equally weighted, assignment.

· If the absence is for one full day or longer, and you miss a lab, an opportunity will be provided to remediate the material within one week.

· If work was due on the day you were not in class and the absence was only a partial day absence – you will be expected to turn in the work before 2 pm that day.

· If the work was due on the day you were not in class and the absence was a full day or longer – you will be expected to turn in the work on the day you return to school. (Exception – quarter projects)

· If the absence was pre-arranged (you knew about 1 day or more in advance), the work from that absence is due the day you return to class.

· If the absence was not pre-arranged (less than 24 hours notice), the work from that absence is due within 3 days of the absence.

· If you have other exams or quizzes to make up in other classes, you need to let both teachers know so we can schedule make up time appropriately.

· Remember, it is your responsibility to make arrangements to get your work made up. The end of the quarter is not the right time to ask for make-up work. The calendar at the front of the room lists the day’s activities and assignments.

Make-up work

Students are expected to check the calendar at the front of the classroom for missed work. If you need clarification or handouts see me. You only have three school days to make up material. Please be timely. Test and quiz make up is not done during the class period. You may only make up tests or quizzes before or after school. Anticipate spending 20 minutes for a quiz, 50 to 80 minutes for a test. Once you start the test, you will be expected to stay until you finish it.
Getting Help

Chemistry is a difficult subject. Don’t let yourself fall behind. Get help early. I am in my classroom at least 30 minutes before school and usually an hour after school. In addition, National Honor Society provides peer tutoring.

Tests and Quizzes

I will try to announce tests at least one week in advance. Do not wait until the night before to start studying for a test. Do not wait until the day of the test to ask for help.

Tests are comprised of multiple choice, true-false, and word problems. Most take the entire class period.

Test Make-up: A single absence the day before a test will not excuse a student from taking a test. Multiple absences before a test will be handled on an individual basis. If you are absent just on test day, you will be expected to take the test on the day you return.

There will be no “retakes” of tests. You are expected to study the material and be prepared for all tests when they are scheduled.

Quizzes are given frequently and are generally not announced. Quizzes will cover material from the last two class periods. They are designed to provide quick feedback as to whether students are grasping difficult material.

Grades

In general, I post grades after each test. You may ask to see your grade any day after class. If you need a printout of you grades, you need to let me know at the beginning of class and pick it up and the end of class. Parents are encouraged to keep up with their student’s progress using Parentlink. If parents have questions they are encouraged to contact me via email.
Academic Dishonesty (Cheating, Plagiarism etc.)

Cheating on any assignment, test, paper, project, or lab will result in an automatic zero, a phone call home, a referral to the dean’s office for academic dishonesty, and a “U” in citizenship for the quarter. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, representing someone else’s thoughts, ideas, or work, as your own, failing to cite sources, using a “cheat sheet”, or copying another individual’s work.

If you have concerns about appropriate citation of material, please see me or any member of the English department for help.

Notebooks

I require all students to have a three-ring binder. This binder will only be used for Physics. You will also need dividers. Your notebook should be labeled with your name and class period. The dividers should be labeled with the following headings:

1. Handouts (including this syllabus)

2. Graded work
3. Assignments

4. Notes
Participation and Behavior Points

I give points for daily participation. You can’t participate if you are not in class. If you are late, you detract from the class. Therefore, if you are late or absent, you do not earn participation points. If you do not have paper/writing implements/book/calculator, you are not prepared for class and will lose your participation points.
There is a lot material to get through this year. If you choose behavior that detracts from class, your grade will reflect it. My classroom is not a basketball court – do not run or throw items in class. Chewing gum, eating, drinking, and sleeping are cause for loss of points. Talking at inappropriate times can also cost you points.

Roughhousing during lab is absolutely prohibited! You will not only lose the behavior points, but you will receive a zero on the lab and automatic detention. Failure to follow safety procedures will result in disciplinary action.
Your behavior dictates your citizenship grade. Make sure your behavior earns you the grade you desire.

Tardy Policy & Dress Code Policy
I enforce the Tardy Policy of CMHS. I enforce the dress code policy of CMHS. For further clarification, see your planner.
Passes

CMHS policy requires all students to have academic planner for use as hallway passes. You are encouraged to have this planner by the end of the first week of school. Your name must be written in ink in the inside cover of the planner.

Classroom Behavior

You are expected to conduct yourself in a polite and respectful manner at all times. Students are expected to be in their seats and ready to begin work at the sound of the last tardy bell. If you are not in your seat and ready to work, you are tardy. Being ready to work also means being prepared. You must have something to write with, something to write on, your notebook, and your textbook every day, unless I tell you otherwise.

During morning announcements, silence is expected. You are not required to say the Pledge of Allegiance, but you are expected to rise and remain silent.

The bell at the end of class is a signal that tells me I may release the class. The bell is not a signal that you may leave the room. After the bell has rung and the class is quiet and sitting in their assigned seats, I will dismiss you to go to your next class.

I will assign seats. Seat assignments will be changed at least once per quarter. Students are expected to sit in their assigned seats unless given permission to move.
I understand that it is necessary to sharpen pencils, or go to the restroom. However, there is an appropriate time for everything. You may sharpen pencils, or ask to go to the restroom after I am done lecturing or giving directions. While it is necessary to use the restroom occasionally, habitual requests will be denied.

There are times where we are performing laboratory exercises outside. When going outside, it is expected that you will not talk or make noise in the hallways. You will not wave to students in other classrooms. Failure to abide by this policy may result in your being given a zero on the assignment and/or referral.

Behavioral infractions will be dealt with according to severity. Consequences may include warnings, reprimands, referrals, detentions, and phone calls home. 

GUM, FOOD, AND DRINK ARE PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES IN MY CLASSROOM!!!!!!!!

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BRING A CELL PHONE TO SCHOOL, IT MUST BE TURNED OFF IN MY CLASSROOM. IF YOUR CELL PHONE RINGS OR VIBRATES DURING CLASS, OR IF YOU USE IT TO CHECK OR SEND MESSAGES OR PLAY GAMES, IT WILL BE CONFISCATED AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO ON THE ASSIGNMENT. THIS POLICY APPLIES AT ALL TIMES INCLUDING EXAMS. IN ADDITION YOU WILL BE EXPECTED TO SERVE DETENTION TIME WITH ME AFTER SCHOOL.
Do not bring cameras, MP3 players, and CD or DVD players to school. They will be confiscated and sent to the dean’s office. Your parents must retrieve any confiscated items.

Substitutes are an occasional necessity. They are a precious commodity in this district and should be treated as such. I expect students to treat all subs with respect and courtesy.

Fire Drills

When we have a fire drill, students are expected to leave the classroom in an orderly fashion and proceed to their designated location. Students are expected to remain with me throughout the drill. Attendance is taken during all drills.

Attendance

Attendance is an essential part of the educational setting and lack thereof can seriously affect your grade. Consistent with the Clark County School District’s attendance policy, students who exceed six unexcused absences will not earn credit for the semester. Approved absences are for physical or mental inability to attend school, court appearance, religious holidays, or pre-arranged absences through the attendance office (limit ten). When a student is absent, the educational experiences lost from class time are irretrievable and the instruction and interaction cannot be duplicated through make up (CCSD Regulation 5113).

I will enforce all school and district policies.

Contact Information

I can be reached through the school switchboard at 799-4400. Please do not leave voice mail – it will not reach me. My preferred method of contact is via email. My email is apalmer@interact.ccsd.net
I look forward to having you in my class this coming year. Welcome!

