

Chapter 1

1. How is Mr. Jones portrayed in the first chapter?
2. The animals who gather to hear Major’s speech each mirror a single human trait. What trait is revealed in Clover, Boxer, Benjamin, Mollie, the cat, and the dogs? What is significant about the pigs and the raven?

3. Why has Major called the meeting?

4. What is the political statement that emerges from Major’s dream?

5. What is Major’s warning to the animals?

6. What are the evil human habits against which Major particularly warns the animals?

7. How does Major describe the equality of animals?

8. Of what kind of world does Major dream?

9. How are the two horses described?

10. Give an example of Benjamin’s cynicism.

11. Why does Orwell describe “Beast of England” as “stirring tune, something between ‘Clementine’ and ‘La Cucaracha’”?

12. Which animals learn the song quickly?

13. How do the animals respond to the song?

Chapter  2

1.  What happens to Major? What is the effect of his speech?

2.  How does this mental outlook determine the intelligent animals’ action?

3. How do the other animals respond to the new philosophy?
4. The pigs are recognized as the most clever of the animals. The three most important pigs are also given distinguishing human traits. What traits are given to Snowball, Napoleon, and Squealer?

5. What is the pigs’ major contribution to the Rebellion at this point?

6. What effect does Moses’ tale of Sucarcandy Mountain have on the other animals?
7. What kind of question did Mollie ask?

8. What was the attitude toward Moses?

9. How does the Rebellion come about?

10. What are the first things the animals do to celebrate their victory?
11. What did Snowball add to the fire?
12. Why does Boxer discard his straw hat?

13. In the morning, the pigs reveal that they have learned to read and write. How is this announcement typical of their behavior?
14. What rules were made about the farmhouse?
15. How are the cows milked the first morning? Where does the milk go?

16. What resolution was passed regarding clothing?
17. What were the Seven Commandments?

Chapter 3

1.  As the summer passes, the animals are happier than they ever thought they could be. What causes this feeling?
2. Only Benjamin is pessimistic about that atmosphere of the farm.  Why are his cynical comments important?
3. What is the significance of the flag that Snowball designs?

4. Give an account of Snowball’s organizing activities.

5. What is Snowball’s attitude toward education?  To what extent are the animals educated?

6. What is Napoleon’s attitude toward education?
7. Snowball and Napoleon argue about almost every issue that arises. What is the only thing they agree on?
8. What is Squealer’s explanation of why pigs must be given special food? How do the other animals react?
9. To what did Snowball reduce the Seven Commandments?
10. What does the statement “The pigs were so clever that they could think of a way around every difficulty,” indicate for future events in the story?

11. What is Boxer’s motto?  What do his actions show?
Chapter 4

1.    How do neighboring humans react to the situation on Animal Farm?

2. How does Snowball direct the Battle of the Cowshed?

3. Compare Snowball’s and Boxer’s attitudes towards war.

4. What typical organizational steps are taken after the victory in the Battle of the Cowshed?

5. What are Boxer’s feelings about the stable lad?

6. What decoration was conferred upon Snowball and Boxer?

7. What happens to Mollie during the battle?

8. What do they decide to do with the gun from the battle?

Chapter 5

1. The pigs are accepted as the planners of the farm policy. What important qualification is placed on their powers?

2. What problem does Mollie cause?

3. What plans were made by the pigs during the winter?

4. On what issues do Napoleon and Snowball disagree? How does each try to win out in such dispute?

5. How do Napoleon and Snowball handle the bitter controversy over the windmill?

6. What is the first right Napoleon takes away from the animals?

7. How do the animals respond to this?

8. What is Squealer’s explanation of the abolishment of animal vote?

9. Why is Boxer’s reaction important? 

10. How does Squealer explain Napoleon’s decision to build the windmill after all?
11. How did Napoleon and Snowball differ in the problem of defense of the farm?
12. How does Napoleon solve the problem of Snowball?

Chapter 6

1. What is pace of work during Napoleon’s first year of power?

2. What is the quality of life for the animals?

3. What new policy did Napoleon inaugurate?

4. What silenced all objections?

5. Why does it become necessary to trade with humans? How does Squealer justify this break in policy?

6. What is the seemingly contradictory attitude of the animals towards Mr. Whymper?

7. The distortions of the Commandments concern some of the animals. How does Squealer quell (answer) their doubts?

8. How does Napoleon react to the destructions of the first Windmill? What is his motive?

9. How did Napoleon account for the disaster?

Chapter 7

1. What is the quality of life for the animals throughout the winter?
2. How does Napoleon handle this problem?

3. How do the hens react to Napoleons orders?

4. What are Snowball’s winter and early spring activities?

5. What is the outcome of Napoleon’s investigation into Snowball’s activities? 
6. Define “Coccidiosis”.

7. What tale did squealer tale?

8. What action is taken after this victory?

9. How do the animals respond to the executions? 

10. What is the importance of Minimus’s song?

11. What were Clover thoughts toward the end?

12. What happened to “Blasts of England”? What was substituted?

Chapter 8

1. How does Squealer distract attention from changes in the Commandments? What were the changes?  
2. What was the significance of the cockerel who marches in front of Napoleon?

3. What is the quality of life for the animals?

4. What is important about Napoleon’s duplicity in the sale of the timbers?

5. What turns the Battle of the Windmill in the animals favor?

6. How is the victory celebrated?

7. What new vice do the pigs acquire?

8. What titles were invented for napoleon?

9. What was the windmill named?

10. What is the animals’ reaction when Squealer falls from a ladder with a bucket of paint while “clarifying” another of the Commandments?

11. Describe Napoleon’s “illness”. What happened after his “recovery”
Chapter 9

1. What is the quality of life for the animals’ lives after another year passed?

2. What is Squealer’s new explanation of unequal ration?

3. What is the significance of the new ruling on ribbons?

4. What is to “compensate” for the hardships in the animals’ lives?

5. What is the significance of Moses’ return?

6. What are Boxer’s expectations of his future after he injures himself through overwork?

7. How do the animals react to Boxer’s removal?

8. How does Squealer calm the unrest over Boxer’s fate?

9. What deceit was used on the animals regarding rations?

10. What social distinctions were the pigs taught?

11. How does Napoleon capitalize on Boxer’s death?

12. Describe the “Spontaneous Demonstration”?
