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	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Writing focus:

____________________________

	It is obvious that the writer had a very clear purpose.  The writing focus has been thoroughly and accurately addressed.  
	The student has definitely strapped on the strategy tool belt and is using the tools.  The writer established a purpose, and it shows.  
	There is evidence in the text of the attempt to address the writing focus, but it is not consistent or needs more polishing.
	The writing focus is not addressed.  There is no evidence that the writer understands the concept or skill that is the focus of the lesson.

	Six Traits:

Ideas
(Problem-solving)
	The solution is  unexpectedly original, gets the reader involved, and offers new insight and meaning. Details make the writing come alive.   
	The problem is solved accurately, thoroughly, and imaginatively.  The topic is clear, and relevant details SHOW the reader what the writer is thinking.   
	Though the prompt has been addressed, details are inaccurate or missing. The writing doesn’t have enough elaboration (detail) or wanders off topic.
	There is not evidence of understanding. There’s a weak relationship between the problem and the solution.  The idea isn’t clear, or there is no detail.   

	Six Traits:

Organization

(Writing Mode:

Text Features)


	The writer shows a high level of understanding of how text structure effects meaning.  Text features and literary devices common to this mode are utilized well.  
	The writer is aware of the text features and literary devices usually used in this writing mode. The writing is organized to help the reader make meaning.
	An attempt to write in a required or selected mode is apparent, but some important text features are missing.  The writing lacks structure. 
	The writer did not write in a specific mode with any text features that distinguish it from other types of writing.  There seems to be little organization of ideas.    

	Six Traits: voice 

(style)
	This writer definitely leaves fingerprints! An unmistakable personal style is created through wonderful sensitivity to imagery, word choice, and sentence structure.  
	The writing is written from the heart.  The writing is filled with carefully selected language and detail that is personal.

	There are some fresh ideas, but a lot of the writing is cliché (unoriginal).  The writing may be personal in areas, but not all the time.  
	The writing lacks voice.  It doesn’t seem like much effort was put into polishing the writing so that it reflected the writer’s personal style.  

	Six Traits: Conventions 

(Proofreading) 


	The writing is exceptionally polished.  As it stands, it is publishable.
	There are a few errors in convention, but they don’t interfere with the reader’s ability to make meaning.  
	There’s evidence of  proofreading, but not enough.  You must spend more time preparing your rough draft for publication.  
	Several errors in  spelling, handwriting, capitalization, sentence structure, grammar, paragraphing, or punctuation make it difficult to read.



	Page Design:    Visual Meaning 
	The page is a carefully created composition that truly enhances the writing, revealing a highly developed personal style and a clear theme for the book. 

  
	The artist carefully and creatively designed a page that supports the writing. The  artist’s style and the book’s theme are evident.  


	The page has some decoration, but it does not relate to the topic well, or is carelessly created.  
	Very little or no effort has been put into designing the page.  There is no evidence of incorporating visual art into the written assignment.  


Student self evaluation:  Write two to three sentences in which you reflect on your work before turning it in.  In what categories did you excel?  What do you need to improve next time?  Be specific.  Use the rubric to help you…  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher assessment of self evaluation:
4 
3 
2
 1 

Teacher Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
