SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS JOURNAL ENTRIES 
FIRST QUARTER 

JOURNAL ENTRY 1             I am…
Place your photo somewhere on the page.  

Now write about who that person staring back at you IS.  
Boring responses would be:

·  I am a girl. 

·  I have messy hair.
· I like music.

That’s just TELLING about your self.
Examples of interesting things to SHOW about yourself would be:

· I gave my next door neighbor a bloody nose when I was in fifth grade and he made me give him my brand new walkie-talkie set in exchange for not telling our parents.

· My hair is wiry and thick and always messy like Albert Einstein’s. 

· When I listen to my favorite music I like to turn my stereo up so loud I feel like my ears are going to bleed.

Now reveal TWENTY details about yourself in a list of complete, well-developed sentences.  
WRITING FOCUS: details, showing vs. telling
JOURNAL ENTRY 2                I wish…

No one gets everything they want.  If we did, we wouldn’t have folk tales about genies popping out of lamps granting us wishes.  BUT if you COULD, what would you change about your world?  Record a list of TWENTY “I wish…” statements in your journal,  with at LEAST one sentence that follows elaborating each of your wishes.   This means that you explore and explain your original statement with supporting details.   Some ideas…

· I wish that we could learn stuff the way they do on the Matrix.  I would learn kung-fu, but I wouldn’t stop there.  I would learn several languages, read all the books I have always wanted to read, and get my doctorate in mathematics, linguistics, and  applied physics.  I would be unstoppable.  

· I wish that I had a house designed by Dr. Seuss.  It would be architecturally ridiculous and mostly nonfunctional, but it would be so much more fun than a three-bedroom ranch.  

· I wish that I had the ability to freeze time.   I could have two hours of extra time every day to do with as I pleased.  

WRITING FOCUS: elaboration, supporting details.

JOURNAL ENTRY 3                I wonder…
“Wonder is the foundation of all philosophy, inquiry the progress, ignorance the end.”

    -Michel de Montaigne (French Philosopher and Writer. 1533-1592)

If you think about it, most of what we know about how the world works is because somebody wondered why about gravity, or thunder, or genetics. We’ve made advances as humans because someone wondered if a practice or an idea couldn’t use a little advancement.  Inquiries are born from questions about what is true about the world.  Wonder is the drive to find that truth.  
What do you wonder?  Write TWENTY well-elaborated “I wonder…” statements in your journal.  They need to be inquiry statements that could lead to further exploration.
· I wonder why school doesn’t start at 10:00.  I think that students and teachers would do a lot better if they went to school when their brains worked the best instead of when parents go to work.   

· I wonder if it is really true that we only use 10-15% of our brain’s potential.  If it IS true, it seems like a really inefficient way to make an organ.  We don’t use 10% of our intestines, or our heart, or our eyes. 
· I wonder how the world would be different if there were no mosquitoes.  Really, can’t we just get rid of those things?  

WRITING FOCUS: inquiry statements
SECOND QUARTER

JOURNAL ENTRY 4                Big Dreams

Why is it that when we were little we had really BIG dreams?  And, as we get bigger our dreams get-- smaller?  When we were five we were all geniuses.  We could dance and read and write and draw.  We could fly like Superman and run like the wind.  Until someone told us we couldn’t.  Sometimes that someone was OURSELVES.  But for a lot of us, it’s been a teacher or a parent or a friend-- someone who mattered.  Someone we believed.  

Think back to when you were little: your ORIGINAL SELF.  What would you be right now if you didn’t have any limitations?  Would you be a superhero?  A scientist?  A pro athlete?  A magician?  An astronaut? 

Using at least 200 WORDS, think back to a big dream of yours when you were small and tell about it in an essay with 4-5 well-developed paragraphs.
WRITING FOCUS: organization
JOURNAL ENTRY 5

My Perfect Day

What would your perfect day be like?  You have 24 hours.  What would you do if you could do whatever you wanted wherever you wanted, with whomever you wanted?  Would you cut an album with a famous musician?  Find out what’s really going on in Area 51?  Travel to Mars?  Win the lottery?  What would your home be like? Your car? 

This is a great time to practice the remote control method.  You know, skip the boring parts, slow down for the good parts, and explode the moment here and there, in a narrative essay. 

WRITING FOCUS: pacing

JOURNAL ENTRY 6                Ouch!

Scars are symbols of lessons learned, and everyone has a good scar story.  In a personal narrative, show (don’t tell) all the gory details about how you got your best scar.  ALL the details.  When did you get the scar?  Who was there?  How did they react?  Where were you? Did it hurt?  Were you scared?  Did you have to get stitches?   What were you doing?  Were you supposed to be doing that?  What did you learn?  (You know, characters, setting, plot…)  
WRITING FOCUS: story elements
THIRD QUARTER
JOURNAL ENTRY 7                  In My Own Words

What do these words mean to you? 

· courage

· wisdom
· responsibility

· honor

· truth

· love

· respect 

· integrity
· strength
· creativity
You will need to look in the dictionary or the thesaurus to get started thinking about these words.  For this assignment, you need to define these words in your own terms. You should write THREE SENTENCES to clarify your understanding of the connotation and denotation of each word.  

Example: 
Pride: People  feel  pride when they accomplish something that makes them stand out from the crowd, or when they have worked very hard, shown perseverance, and accomplished great things.  Pride is good when it makes you feel good about yourself, but people who are too proud of themselves bother most of us.  We think of them as conceited or vain.

WRITING FOCUS: connotation

JOURNAL ENTRY 8          Pressure and Stress, Stress and Pressure

If we took all the energy we spend worrying about stuff… our love lives, our futures, our looks… we could use that energy to supply a small city.  That doesn’t mean that our worries aren’t real though…

What are 20 things that are stressing you right now?  

When you make your list, be sure to be precise, and use descriptive, connotative language to hint at the (stressed out) tone of your writing. Elaborate with lots of strong verbs and descriptors to give the writing more power.    

WRITING FOCUS: tone   
JOURNAL ENTRY 9
Ann Landers Schmann Flanders.  Listen to ME!

Pretend that you are an advice columnist.  People write to you each week with questions or problems and it is up to you to set them on the right course.  Your persona should be revealed in the kind of advice you would give the letter writer.  Develop a character that reveals your attitude about the subject.  What do you tell them?  These people wrote in this week.  Choose TWO of the THREE, copy them in to your journal, and respond to them, adopting the format of an advice column.  (At least SEVEN TO TEN SENTENCES each.)  

1. Dear (Insert your advice columnist nom de plume here),

My mom and I have always had a pretty good relationship.  I do what I am supposed to do around the house, and she lets me go where I want to go AS LONG AS I tell her where I am going and who I am going with and when I’ll be back.  Last weekend I went out with some friends to go to the movies, but we ended up going to a party instead.  I didn’t drink or anything, but now my mom says she can never trust me again.  Plus, I am grounded forever.  What can I do to win back her trust?






-Grounded in Glendale

2. Dear (Insert your advice columnist nom de plume here),

Last month, I started going out with this girl who is really HOT.  All of my friends are jealous.  It is great to go places and see people notice her with ME.  The problem is, she is boring.  All she talks about is her hair.  And she is really mean to me.  Last week she made me go back in the house and change my shirt because she said I looked dumb.  I love that shirt!  Should I break up wit h her, or not?






-Confused in Canton

3. Dear (Insert your advice columnist nom de plume here),

My best friend and I have done everything together since first grade.  Except a few months ago when she starting smoking.  My dad smokes, and I know first hand what happens when a drug controls your life.  I don’t want to see this happen to her.  I’m afraid if I tell her parents or anyone else, she will turn against me.  Smoking is ruining her life and our friendship.  What can I do?






-Worried in Washington

WRITING FOCUS: persuasive writing, letter writing conventions
FOURTH QUARTER

JOURNAL ENTRY 10        MY Terrible. Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day

Remember the children's book: Alexander's Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day?  Well everybody’s had ‘em.  In at least 200 words, write a narrative essay about your horrible no good day.  Feel free to EMBELLISH.  (Which doesn’t really mean lie.  Just exaggerate a lot and occasionally make stuff up.  Some people might call it lying, but writers call it embellishing.)  Look at tall tales for inspiration.  A good way to embellish is to use hyperbole. 

WRITING FOCUS: hyperbole, embellishment
JOURNAL ENTRY 11                     Stop and Smell the Roses

 The chances are pretty good that you will make it through your life without having to overcome a disability.  Often we take our bodies and what they can do for granted.   Stop for a moment and think…

· If I could no longer see I would miss…

· If I could no longer walk I would miss…

· If I could no longer talk I would miss…

· If I could no longer smell, I would miss…

· If I could no longer use my hands I would miss…

· If I could not hear, I would miss…

· If I could no longer taste, I would miss…

This entry is all about sensory words.  Lots of ‘em.  Write a complete sentence for each of the sentence starters full of strong description, figurative language, and words that appeal to the reader’s senses.  Don’t forget about onomatopoeia and alliteration. 
Example:  If I could no longer talk, I would miss late night chat sessions about everything and nothing at all with my little sister on the back porch, our hands wrapped around mugs of tea, and the wind waking up the rusty old wind chime, cling-a-cling-a-clang.  
WRITING FOCUS: sensory words/imagery
JOURNAL ENTRY 12               The Color of Life

You will be writing about your favorite color.  If you don’t have one, now is a good time to pick one.  Be sure to create your page based on  the subject (the color you chose, of course.)  Write FIFTEEN sentences from the POINT OF VIEW of that color.  Like this:

I am green.  

Sun and rain give me strength.

I am the color of grass stains on summer knees.

I am cool as moss on a deep-forest tree.

I vibrate with energy, but I’m not showy about it like red. 

I am nature.

Your sentences should become a poem.  Remember the three pillars of poetry (music, image, emotion)

WRITING FOCUS: poetic elements, point of view
