PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR WRITING JOURNAL ENTRIES

1. Journals are returned on the Monday following the Thursday when they were due.  On that day, the new assignment will be given.  The rubrics will be passed out, as well as the planning form.  Each journal assignment focuses on a writing FOCUS AND MODE that are related to what we are learning about in class.  We’ll have a whole group discussion of the problem and possible solutions. You’ll need to take notes on your planning form.
2. When you are writing your journal entry, it is important that you use your planning form, and that you read and reread the prompt once you sit down to write to make sure you understand it.  If you don’t understand, it is important that you ask someone.  
3. You will be given SOME time in class to write, but most of the writing process will occur in Brain Power or at home.  The rough draft is due on the Monday after it is presented.  This gives you a week.  (Note* Because of scheduling issues, there are A FEW assignments for which you will actually have two weeks instead of one to complete the rough draft. It is important that you record of the due dates on your planning form.

4. Any of the materials you need to complete the assignment including guidelines, rubrics, journal entry packets, or any resources that are shared at the beginning of the year are posted on the website under student resources.  Journal materials and art supplies are located in the classroom and may be selected on peer editing day.  
5. Students will spend thirty minutes in class with a peer, editing his or her rough draft on that day.  If a student comes to school without a draft that day, they will be required to stay for tutorials to make up the work on Tuesday.
6. On that Thursday, the final draft and the finished page, as well as a student reflection will be due.  Construction of the journal is an independent activity.  Students may, however choose to use after school tutorial time as “studio time” to complete the project if they would like additional teacher assistance.   

7. At the end of each quarter, students will present their cycle of three journal entries in a gallery walk critique and will select the best in class for each of the three entries.  They will be scanned and placed in the Writer’s Gallery.  At the end of the year, we will have an exhibit during the evening to share some of our best work with the community.
